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Aving lately had the honor of your Company, you 
were pleaſed to figniftie a particular difficulty which 
you had, to believe the great myſtery of Love, an 
grand {tumbling block of more ingenious Proteſtants, 

the myſtery of Tranſubſtantiation ; in which, if I could give 
you ſatisfation, to my beſt remembrance, you promiſed me to 
reconcile your ſelf ro the Church of Rowe, Vos ignara mali 
miſerts ſuccurrere diſco, My own fad misfortune to have been 
Educated in the misbeliet of this ſublime Article of our Chriſtian 
Faith, till the five and twentieth year of my Age, makes me ve- 
ry ienderly compaſſionate both to your ſelf and all others vw hon 
I fee to bz involved in the ſame miſery. The all good and all 
powerful God (who has ſo firmly made me to believe th's 
ſtrange miracle of Love, that ba1 I a thouſand Lives, I would 
moſt willingly, thro: gh God's affiltance, lay them all down to 
Seal it with my blood} give your Honor , and all Miſ be! erers 
the like ſatistation to your and their Eternal! comfort, What 
ſatisfies me, I ſhall inthe beſt manner I am able, Candidly pro- 
poſe to your mature and impartial conſideration, 

Sir, My ſentiment concerning the adorable Enchariſt , is, 
that it is neither leſs nor more than the Sacre1 Body and Blood 
of God ; neither leſs nor more than whole Chriſt . God and 
Man, Soul, Body, and Divinity, though for the love and ſervice 
of us Sinners, veiled under the vile accidents 2nd appearances of 
common Bread and ordinary Wine. Concerning which myſtery 
my firſt Aﬀertion ſhall be, 

As Aſertion 
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(2) ' 

Aſertion 1. Tt is poſſible to the Omnipotent power of Go8, 
to change the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine into the ſubſtance of 
our bleſſed Saviours Body andBlood, And this our Adverſaries 
generally grant, Whence by the way, take notice, that all ſuch 
Arguments, and moſt of rhem are fuch, as pretend to prove 
Tranſubſtantiation impoſſible, even in the judgment of our Ad- 
verſaries, are Sophiſms, and do not prove their Propoſers in- 
intent : Elſe they mult confeſs that two Contradiories may be 
true, and that they can, and do believe them both. To wit, 
that Tranſubſtantiation is both poſlible and impoſſible, and they 
can, and do believe as much, *Tis poſlible that they grant, and 
*tis alſo impoſſible, for that their Arguments attempt to prove. 
Furiher. 1 prove Tranſubſtantiation poſſible, thus, What 

ou and I can do, and every day aQually do in four and twenty 

ours, ſurely God Almighty can do in a moment, But you 
and I in four and twenty hours turn Bread and Wine into the 
ſubſtance_of our bodies, by eating, drinking, and digelfing of 
them, Therefore our B, Saviour in a moment, without eating 
and drinking, by a mere Fat, or will,that the ſubſtance of bread 
and wine be turned into the ſubſtance of his Body and-Blood, can 
effet it, Butthen you will ſay, the ſubſtance of the bread and 
wine muſt be transferred into Heaven, that it may be changed in- 
20 the ſubſtance of our Lord's body there. But why ſo ? Is ir 
not ſufficient char the ſubltance of our Lord's body in Heaven, be 
made to be under the accidents of bread and wine here ? Bat 
how can the ſubltance of our Saviours body be in Heaven under 
ſuch a meaſure of quantity, and ſuch accidents there, and at the 
ſame time be here on Earth under a different quantity and accis 
dents ? Why, how is the ſubſtance of the ſame Air condens'd 
ynder a leſſer quantity to day, which rarified yeſterday, was 
under a pre aantitcy 2 For the antient and commonly re- 
ceived detmition of RarefaGtion, is : a little matter under 4 great 

uantity 3 and of Condenſation, is, a great deat of matter un» 
&r « tine quantity. For example: In a Weather«glaſs , the 
ſame air rarifizd, fills twice as much ſpace as did the ſame air 
condens'd, as is evident to your-eye. $0 that the ſame ſubltance 
of air, when it is rarified, fills the ſpaces A. and B, which when 
it was condens'd filPd only the ſpace A. and this without an 
addition of any new ſubſtance of air, only the ſame ſubltance by 
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vertne-of RarefaQion is under a greater quantity than it was be- 


fore» And will you pawn your ſoul, the Omniporent God can= * 


not by Conſecration make: his own body be preſent to the ſpaces 
A and B, which before Conſeeration was only preſent to the 
ſpace 4, Now who would ever bave imagin'd ſuch Doftrin as 
this concerning Raref-&ion and Condenſation ſhould have been 
taught by an Ari/for's to explicate Nature, and not rather have 
been invenfed by ſome Chriſtian Philoſopher, to declare the ſu- 
pernaturality of Tranſubſtanriation, ſo aptly does it agree with 
that hidden and holy myſtery? 2, None make difficulty of a 
ſpirits being in different places at once, The ſoul is generally ac- 
knowledged to be all in the head, and all inthe foot : as A\mighty 


God is all in France, and all in England ; nct. one part of him. 


here, and another there ; not one God in Fraxce, and another in 
England, We indeed, becauſe we never ſaw the ſame thing in 


rwo places, but always different things in different places, are apt. 


to imagine it impoſſible for the ſame thing at the ſame time to be 
intwo different places, Hence it follows, whatſoever involves 
not acontradition, being poſſible ro God Almighty , ler our 
phanſie ſay what it will, we mult follow our reaſon, and aces 
knowledge Almighty Gad can make not only a ſpiritual ſab- 
fignce, but even a material one be in two places at once, unleſs 
we can ſhew it includes a contradition* To be here, and not to 
be here, 1s indeed a contradiction ; but to be here and there at 
the ſame time, is no contradiction ; elſe neither our ſoul, nor 
God Almighty himſelf, could be all bere, and all in another 
place at the fametime. Now will any one, who is forced by his 
Faith and Reaſon to acknowledge a ſpiritual ſubſtance is aRually 
in two places at once, pawn his eternal ſalvation (as he does who 
purely for this difficulty continues Proteſtant) that God Almigh. 
ty cannot by all his Omnipotency,make a corporeal ſubſtance be 
here ard in Heaven at the ſame time 3. #& comnoZ 5o 4. 

Now that the bread and wine in the Holy Euchariſt ſhould 
afet our ſenſes in the ſame manner as they did before their 
change into our &, Saviours body and blood, this ought to ſeem 
no impoſſible wonder toa Chriſtian, who believes, ſo many mi. 
racles in our Lords Incarnation, Conception, and Nativity. of. a 
Virgin, Such a Miracle as this our. Lord wrought when he ap. 
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++ ic Appeared to S. Mary Mardalen in the ſhape of x Gardner, His. 
wn true face, but it wrought upon 
us if it had been the face of the Gar- 


Ree el! Eers fide no doubt wig his © 
a GarSn99, only, f2uS, Mary Magadaltns eyes 
4 diner. 


Y- ,7£ And here I had thought to have inſerted the different ways, 


for Wifndb: folic 20:1560t hich different Schools of Catholick Divines take, to explicate 
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| how this high myſtery is wrought. Bur my delign being to 1a- 
tisfie Unbelievers as to the ſubltance of the myitery, and not to 
puzle the Faith of Believers, by making them glare too wiſtly up- 
on the manner how this divioe ſecret is wrought, it being more 
ſafely admired, together with the myſtery of the Incarnation and 
ever bleſſed Trinity, than curiouſly pried into; I reſolved to 
draw a Veyl before it, by a profound filence of the ſeveral expli- 
cations of Divines, and to content my ſelf with letting you know 
in general, how different Doctors of different Philoſophical Prin» 
ciples, according to their ſeveral Philoſophies, differently expli» 
cate the myſtery of the H. Euchariſt, and defend it differently 
againſt Calviniſts, as they do the myſtery of the B. Trinity a- 
Sainſt the Antitrinitarians, and of the Incarnation of the Eter. 
nal Word againſt the Arriangz ſome by virtual diftinction, otbers 
by real formal, and others otherwiſe, And yet all hold, thas 
after Conſecration, the bread is no longer bread, .but is chang- 
ed into the body of our Lord; but how it is done, ſcine ſay 
one wiy, ſome another, according to their different Tenets in 
Philoſophy, Kill all agreeing thatthis change is ficly called Iran- 
Tubftantiation, and that with good reaſon , for the ſame remain- 
ing the ſame, muſt needs be the fame, and cannot pollibly be 
made what it was not, without ſome change, The bread then 
that it may become our Savious body, muſt have ſome change 


Ay, Ca vivy /e=o8;.Mrought in itz but in its accidents its evident there is none, they 
ary 08 fro. remaining the ſame as before, therefore the change mult be in 
the ſubſtance. And can now the change of the ſubftance of 


bread, into the ſubſtance of our B, Lords body, be called by a 
fitter name than a ſubſtantial change, or Tranſubſtantiarion ? 
And this ſome of the Learnedit of the Church of England would 
do well to reflet on ; who urged by the clearneſs of our Savi- 
viours own words ; Thi 14 my Body, and the multitud: of Te- 
Rimonies of the Fathers of che firſt ſix hundred years, and the 
Net Ore i of lol Dpon, EVPS Worls may Foollors) « Ralimal (Frith pelum, 10- 


(5) 
impoſſibility of ſuch a DoQrins over-ſpreading the whole Chriſtian 
world, without any appearance of its beginning, and the oppoſition 
it muſt needs have found by reaſon of irs ſtrangeneſs both to ſence 
and reaſon, and its engaging the whole Church in a material, at 
leaſt, Idolatry, unleſs it had been taught the world at firſt by our 
B. Lord and his Apoſtles : I fay ſome of the Learnedit of the Eng» 
gliſh Clergy being urged by ſuch conſiderations as theſe, confeſs the 
Holy Euchariſt, as they begin to call ir, after Conſecration to be 
really and truly our B, Saviours body, and therefore fall down bes 
fore it, and adore it : and for this cauſe diſown the new Rubrick'of 
theCommon-prayer-book, which ſaies our Lords body is in Hea» 
ven, and not upon the Altar. Theſe DoQors will tell you they ac- 
knowledge the thing, only they dare not be ſo bold as the Roma» 
niſfs, to determine the manner. And one of the Learnedit of them, 

Mr. Therudike, asks; why cannot our B. Saviour appear to us in whar 
ſhape he pleaſes ; in the ſhape of a Gardiner, or it it ſo pleaſe him, 
in the ſhape of bread and wine? Theſe Doors, I ſay, would do 
well to reflet the Church of Reme has not determin'd the manner of 
our B. Saviours bodies being in the Sacrament, and therefore her 
Divines, ſome explicate it one way, ſome another ; . but only the 
ching it ſelf , the manner bow, being left to the diſpute of her 
DoQors, Aro nr#1#v5n Hafdtyy 10 comes Jo Agy 389141) 4u 51 
2. Aſſcrtion, If our B. Saviour would have left us his ſacred bo- 
dy and blood, inſtead of all the Sacrifices of Sheep and Oxen, un- 
der the Moſaical diſpenſation, to be offered up by Chriſtian Prieſts, 
and to be fed upon by the Chriſtian people, ir would have. been a 
favour worthy of his exceſſive love to Mankind , by reaſon of the 
, innumerable benefits which would have accrued to us by the conti- 
nualobkition and preſence of ſo worthy a ſacrifice. What an in- 
eentive would this have been to Chriſtian piety ? How would ſuch 

a Sacrifice as this have compeli'd High and Low, Rich and Poor, 

Learned and Unlearned, with a ſtrange reverence to have flocked 

about our Chriſtian Altars, where not a Lamb or a Beaſt, but the 

body of God, and the blood of God, and by concomitancy whole 

Gad and Man, Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould have been offered up by choice 

Perſons to the Almighty for the good of the World ?: How wquld 

the preſence of ſuch an Qblation have kept chem attentive, and en- 

creaſed their feryor in their Prayers ? when they ſhould have been 
able to have ſaid, This before me, which T fee with my cycs, 15 my dear 

Redeemer, and God that was Crucified for me, and 16 be my uage, 
oy 


G—emaes 


an noi hav if | 
6 Of ' 


” 4 fperilual 
Rady A «42. 


. 
on 


» 
: 


— ad X 
—_— 1 © Sou 4 ot Yo SF SL net thoigca 


(6) 
How earneſtly ſhould we have made all our Peticions to'hith, arid 
how heartily ſhould we bave thanked bim for all hi::Love ? To un- 
derftand this : Imagin our B. Saviour ſhould appear to you in 
your Chamber every Morning, ia- that very body and {hape He is 
now in Heaven 3* were you affured it was he, and not an illuſion, with 
what humilty would you proſtrate your ſelf before him? How 
heartily would you cry him mercy for all your (in*, and earneſtly 
recommend all the deſires of your ſoul umto bim ? And how would 
this bigh favour melt your ſoul into a moſt tender affcCtion towards 
him? But cheſe wonld have been the happy circumſtances of the 
whole Chriſtan world, would our Omnipotent Lord, out of his 
zbundant goodneſs, have left us his ſacred ſelf, under the diſguiſe 
of the Accidents of bread and wine, The ſame Petitions, with a 
like feryvour, would every Chriſtian have made every Holy Maſs, 
which you would have made every Morning upon ſuch an Appari- 
4i0n as was ſuppoſed. | 

'My dear Jeſus, true God and Man, the very ſame who art in 
Heaven in all ſplendor and glory, art here upon the holy Altar be- 
fore me, Veiled under the vile appearances of common bread and 
ordinary wine; and all this for my ſake, that tro my ſouls health 
thou mighteſt be ſeen, handled,and taſted by me. Nor couldſt thoy 
be bindred from this exceſs of Love to me unworthy Sinner, al- 
thonghthou didft foreſee the Revilings thou wert to endure tor it 
Tromungrateful Calviniſts. Who for this would call thee a Bread» 
bden'God, and reproach thy devout Adorers, as more ſtupid Idola- 
ters thanthe very Pagan Worſhippers of Sun and Moon, Rather 
than I ſhould want the delicious comfort of thy continual) preſence, 
the happy pledge of eternally ſeeing thee face to face ; all this, and 
yet greater indignities wouldſt rhou ſubjeRiby ſelt unto ,, by one to 
tobe reviled by his impious tongue z by: another to be trampled un. 
der his foul feet ; by & third, to be caſt jnto ſome-Sink or Jaques. O 
Impiery, O Ingratitude of ſinful men'l O unheard of goodneſs of 
-our deareſt Lord, thus to abject himfelf for our ſakes } But what 
wonder, if when he was in a paffible mortal body he would permit 
Himſelf by wicked Miſcreants to be torn with cruel Whips, .to be be« 
ſparrerd with:fGlthy Spittle, and to be made black and blew:with ig- 
nominious buffets z what wonder:now,: when he is become immor- 
tal andimpaſſible, and can ſuffer no more defilement from the baſeſt 
ordures, «than do the bright Sun-beams from the fouleſt mud when 
hey ſhine-vport.it, that he-ſhou}d permit himſelf ro be eaten by 
_— WT Te. Mice 
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"Mite 6r Doggs, or ſuffer other vile indipnities ; if Sacti{egions 
Sinners will permit or cauſe them ? {. [7540 = | 
Moreover, ſuch a preſence of our great Lord, what -an'Incite- 
ment would it ttave bcen to pious Munificence in adorningourChri- 
{tian Churches with the richeft Gold and moſt precious Stones, or 
what ever cle that*s rare and ſplendid, which Nature or Art does 
aff -rd, making them liccle Heavens for luſtre and glory, and thereby 
exciting in the hearts of all thar ſhould enter them a' due reverence to 
the Almighty, whom we worſhip ? If Solomon fo adoaned his Tem- 
ple, where only a Sheep, or a Calf, or a little Incenſe was uff:red 
to the Creator of all thingsz what-glory could have been thought 
to rich for our Ch: iſtian Chuiches, where an Oblation, worthy of 
the great God, ſhould every day have been" Sacrificed unto him; 
the Lamb of God chat takes away the (ins of the world ; the God» 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, fn fine, what vertue ſhould not our dear Savi- 
our have given us exam;le of, by ſach a charitable humiliation of 
himſelf? Obedience, to come down from Heaven to Earth at the 
yoice of every Chriltian Prieſt, though never ſo (imple for his un- 
derſtanding, or never io wicked for his life and manners. : Charity, 
Humility , Patience , Contempt of the Judgments-or ſayings of | 
men, &#c. WH, e what $7 all fort [86% Ruſk b umigy* WA2Y fk 12, to ibid? fone 148 
3. Aſertion. The bread and wine in the Holy Euchariſt, are by av 5 61407. 
the Omnipotent power ot God actually, and in deed changed into 
the body and blood of our B. Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : which I prove | ; 
thus. This was the univerſal belief of the Chriſtian world in the /% 4/5444 (49'fs 
nineth Century after our B. Saviour, as is evident by the teſtimony / 4 22, 
of all the writings of that Age, and by the univerſal teſtimony of ran ter VAR) 
the tenth-Age, who 'profeſs in all Chriſtian Countrys to have re- | 
ceived this Faith from their immediate Anceſtors, Nor do' our Ad- 
verſuries deny ir, and therefore appeal tothe firſt ſix hundred years, 
in which they ſay the Chriſtian. doftrine remained incorrupt, But Af +,o£ Hine 
if che doctrine of the real mutation of bread' and wine in the Holy, EE | 
Euchariſt. rt» our B, Saviours body and blood was generally des tomph lg ng 
lieved in the nineth Age, ic_muſt neceſſarily be taught in the firſt /aa/ S087 not 
Age by the Apoſtles, to their firſt Converts over all the world, and follow, for 
corſequently be moſt certainly true, For ,it. cannot be doubred bur hea fe Þ Ink 
thar.the firſt Converts of the H. Apoſtles, -did nor only underſtand #4 
what the ApoltJes taught them concerning this great myltery, but al- Zz% * Gb Mo 
ſo did throvghly believe it, and highly eſteem it '(as they did all o AE a 


ther doQrines and praRices taught them by the ſame their firſt Ma- £ w_ 
B ters)-"y *Deciin8e th 
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Hers )- 24-n0t only of [exceeding profit above all the things of this 
life, but alſo as highly neceſſary to chem and their Children ro bring 
them to eternal bliſs. Which -being ſo, none can doubt but that the 
ſame firſt Diſciples, both could and would, and aRually did reach 
the very ſame doQrine which they ſo highly eſteemed, as to em- 
brace it with the bazard of their lives, to their Children and Succeſ- 
ſors, And this they taught them not as an invention of their own, 
but as a dotrine taught chem- by the Apoſtles of ſeſus Chriſt, who 
confirmed thyr Miſſion fromthe infallible Go41 by evident miracles. 
In like manner it cannot be doubted but theſe raught their Children 
alſo concerning this myſtery what they had been taught by their Fa. 
thers, and not as the invention of their Fathers, bur as a doftrine 
taught their Fathers by the undoubred: Meſſengers of Heaven, the 
Holy Apoſtles, The like may be faid of all the intervening Gene- 
rations for the firſt ſix bundred years, which our Adverfaries do nor 
deny. (though it be all ove to the force of this Argument, to grant 
ſo much only for the firſt four hundred years), Now if Tran» 
ſubſtantiation was not zanght for the firſt (iz hundred years, bur the 
contrary z whatſoever age, be it the ſeventh, eighth, or nineth , 
would begin to teach the doarine of the real preſence of our Lord; 
body in the Sacrament 3 they could not poſſibly have the impu- 


- dence totell their Children the bread and wine in the Euchariſt were 


turned into the true body and blood of our Saviour ; and thus they 
had been taught by their Fathers and Grandfathers uninterruptedly 


from the Apoſtles, (This, I lay, it is impofible they could have 


the Impudence to afſert, when every one mult needs know his Fa» 
ther and Grand-father bad believed and taught him otherwiſe, What 
mult they pretend then, to impoſe upon their Children this new and 
{trange myſterious Doarine ? They mult tell them their Fathers and 
Grand-fathers, and other Ancefters, for ſome hundreds of years 
had been inan Error, and had forſaken the DoQrine taught by the 
Apoſtles, and their firſt Converts as to this myſtery, and confirm 
their Aﬀertion by the clear words of Holy Scripture, Take and Eat, 
this is my Body, &c.. and by other teſtimonies out of the Writers of 
the firſt or ſecond Century, But no Hiſtory makes mention of any 

ach manner of bringing in the DoArine of Tranſubſtantiation inthe 


eF-eventh, eighth, or other Century : Therefore it was never ſo 
hb 


roughr in, but was always believed z nor indeed could it ever in a- 
ny Century be broughrin by the Church of Chriſt, whoſe cuſtom 
has ever beengnot only in thefeventh and eighth, bur in every other 

: Century, 
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Century before & after,alwaies ro teach, end to pretend to teach her 
Children, not Doctrins deviſed or found ont by herſelf by reading 
«the Holy Scriptures or other means, but what was taught her by her 
Fore. El lers uninterruptedly from the Apoſtles : and ftill when He- 
reticks, or beginners of any new. Dorn, in any age, pretended 
Scriptures for them, ſhe oppoſed : we have been taught otherwiſe 
by our Ancelters, and to underſtand thoſe Scriptares in another 
enſe than you underftand chem. Which way of Texching a bringer 
in of a new Do&rine, its evident could not uſe. Fot if he did hot 
begin to teach his Child otherwiſe than he was taught by his Father, 
he ſhould teach no re or other DoQtritie. But if hedid be$in to 
teach his Child otherwiſe than his Father taught him , he could not 
at the ſame time tell his Child, thus he was taught by his Facher, and 
ſo upward from the Apoſtles , when both his owrf Conſcience, and 
all bis Neighbours would teſtifie the contrary. Cavin, for exam- 
ple, could not tell his Child that he was taught by his Father to de- 
ny Tranſubſtantiation. No morecould the firſt Teacher of Tran- 
ſubſtamiation in the ſeventh or other Century, had it been a Novel- 
ty tell bis Child he was ſoraught to believe by his Father, but muſt 
have pretended to have more light than bis Father and Anceſters, as , . 20.) 
our Adverſaries did when they began to dervy it* Hence itis evi» uy >uy who p 
dent Tranſubſtantiation was not begun in the ſeyenth or other Cen- mr 
tury, but was alwaies believed lince the Apoſtles, ſeeing that in the 
.nineth Century Chriſtians univerſally believed, that in the boly Eu. | 
chariſt the bread and wine were changed into the body and blood of = | 
our Saviour ; and as ſuch adored them, and embraced this doftrine 
of the real preſence, not as a doQtrine newly found out by them- 
ſelves, or their immediate Fore-fathers by reading the holy Scrip- 
tures or other mzans, bur as taught chem by their Fore-fathers unin- 
terruptedly from the Apoſtles ; and ſeeing likewiſe this has ever 
been the way of the Catholick Church to teach and pretend to teach 
Poſterity not new DoQtrines of her own, bur what ſhe had learnt 
from her Anceſtors, 

. Hence S, Vincent Lerinenſis, twelve hundred years ago, in his 
Golden Treatiſe again(t the profane Infiovations of Herelies, upon 
thoſe words of S.'Paul, Siquy,” &c," If aty ont Evangelizg to you, 
beſides what you have received, let him be Amathema, Sed forfi- 
tan, &c, But perhaps thoſe things weve commanded the Gilatiaris 

only. Then thoſe things alſo which follow in the ſame Epiſtle, were 
commanded the Galatians only, By net deſirous of vain-glory, pro- 
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voking one another, envying one another. Or perhaps was. it then 
commanded, sf anyone aunounce', beſides what has been announced, it 
bim be Anathewa/iJed; but now.it u not commanded, Therefore, and® 
that alſo which he there ſaies : But Lſay,- watkrin the Spirit, and ds 
not perfe t# the deſires of the Fleſh, was:then only commanded, but 1s net 
gow comme mded. But if it be i1pious and pernicious to bibeve ſo, it 
neceſſarily follows, that as theſe things are to be obſerved by a1 Ages, 
fo thoſe pings alſo which are etabliſhed concerning not changing the 
Fisth, are commanded to all Ages. Wherefore it was never lawful, it 
% not now lawful, nor ever ſhall be lawful to Chriſtian Catholicky to 
annomnce any thing beſides what they bave received. »- .. Let him cry 
an4 cry again, and to all, and alwaies, and every where let bim cry by 
hi Epiſile. that Veſſil of Election, that CHaZter of the Gentils, 
that T rumpet of the Apoi#lts, that Preacher of the World, Conſcious 
to the ſecrets of. Heaven, let him cry ; if any one preach a new 'Dotlrine 
let him be Anathematiz;d. 'Arnd on the contrary fide, Jet certain 
Froggs, and Cynifes and Fizes that are to periſh ;,_ſuch az are the 
Pelagians reclame and this to Catholikgs, We, ſay they, being Authors, 
we being Heads,: we bring Expoſitors, ' Condemn what ye did bold, 
hold what ye did Condemn, rejett the ancient Faith, the inſticutions of 
Jour Fathers, the depoſitions of your Anceſtors,and receivt”, but what ? 
I have a hyrror to mention them, for they are ſuch proud things, &Cc; 
But may, not general Councils at leaſt preſume to reach new:Do- - 
Qrines ? Hear the ſame /$; Hincent-, chap. 32. Hor: ſemperi neque- 
QUICGHAM pjatereay &Cc. 1T-he Catholics Church excited by the: Novel- 
ries of Hereticks., by tbe decrees of ber Councils ever did this, and no- 
thing more than this, what ſhe had received ty. Tradition only ;, this 
ſhe conſigned to Potterity by writing , comprehending a great ſum of 
things m afew letters, and jor the moſt part for the light of under- 
ſtanding, fegning the av1 new, ſenſe of Faith with the propriety of a new 
NAME. 71 11:43 02 6 | hy 
Take. notice that the Chriſtian Church uſing this means to pre- 
6rſt received, its impoſlible ſhe ſhould ever loſe or 
change it... For if Fathers from the beginning” bad reſolved to teach 
their Children. what they had learot, or: even thought they had 
learnt from their-Parengs, av to;the point ofthe Real'preſence or 0+ 
bo doQrint, 1ts 1 ble-ithey ſhould teach anviber doctrine. 
For ſho d #hey teach another do@rinez it maſtibapper, either beb 
cauſe they were ignorant what was tabight themby their Parents, 
which is. impoſlible, nor. gnly-to whole Nations, bur-even to the In- 
EE 7 bara habitants, 
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babirants of one ſmall Town , orelſe, becauſe, though they khew 
what was taught by their ;Parents, yet they would reach otherwiſe 
than they had been taught 3 bur then they muſt forſake their firſt re- 
ſolution of teaching their Children what they thought they had 


learnt from their Fathers, contrary to the Suppoſirion® Bur on the Xharkeis a 


her fide ler us ſuppoſe a%Gook fully written, as to all points to be 


believed by Chriſtians, -by the firſt teachers of Chriſtianity, Let Wag # 


them tog*ther, with this Book, give charge to their firkt'Cenverts, 


neither ro add to it, nor to diminiſh it, and to believe as in theic ;; 


Conſciences they ſhall think that Book ſhall teach them, Though 
Generation after Generatjon be never ſo faithful ro ſuch a charge, 
yet they may in after Ages come to loſe or change their Fzith be- 
cauſethe Book may ſeem to one Generation to bear one ſenſe, and 
to another Generation to bear another ; Eſpecially if the myſteries 
to be believed be very ſublime, and the Book obſcure in many pla- 
ces, and admit of divers ſenſes when it ſpeaks of rhoſe mylteriee.. 
For example; theſe words, This is my Body, may ſeem to one Age 
to bear this ſenſe, This is a gn of my body z and to another, This 
is really and truly my hody, But no ten Families who have beea 
raughr by their Parents, either to believe our Saviours body is in 
the Euchariſt, or that it is not there, can poſlibly miſtake whaz their 
immediate Fathers raughr them, and frequently inculcated to them, 
as to this point, both by themſelves and choice perſons ordained on 
purpoſe for this end, ro teh what they learnt from their immedi- 
ate Maſters and Fathers, - Nothing can make a change here, but a 
reſoluffon to go contrary to what they know was taught them by 
their Parents. Wherefore ſeeing God Almighty is reſolved not ro 
teach every Age by immediate infallible Milſionants from himſelf, 
but to ſend inſpired Ambaſſadors to one particular Generation only, 
and to leave that- Generation to reach cheir Children ſucceſlively wll 
the day of Judgment, what they learnt trom the immediate infallible 
Meſſengers of Heaven: And ſeeing alſo. a/Book; with a charge not 
to change Or alter it, and wich a charge: alſo, to follow what ſhould 
ſeem to every Generation to be the ſenſe ofir, and ſuppoſing every 
Generation faithful ro ſuch acharge,. would not havedetn a ſuffici- 
ent means tO keep the firt divine Faith from Corruption, we.:msy 
ſafely coneluds the Almighty bas 'rior taken that way-to teach the- 
world. But (eeing Oral teaching by inſpired Paſtors at fir, with 2 
charge to every Generation to follow what they though: was taughbr 
them by their immediate Parents and Teachers, provided every G% 

neration 


PF 7 


(12) 


4, {55 neration were trae to this charge, would have kept the firſt Faith in- 
| Lk vic, we may alſo aces the Almighty has taken this way. 


the denial of Tranſubſtantiation is a Novelty, and the aflerting of it 
the antient verity. For had Tranſubſtantiation been a new prin, 
and never heard of before the ſevenih or eighth Ape, the Aſſcriors 
of it muſt have been forced to plead for it, after the manner irs Op- 
oſers plead againſt it; by Gying their Fore fathers only. for ſo 
ong, for example, for-cight hundred years had believed it ; bur in 
the year eight bundred, their Anceftors had more light than their 
Fore-fathers, and they by reading the Holy Scriptures and Fatbers 
of the firſt Century, eame to underſtand that our Saviours true body 
was in the Holy Euchariſt, and that their immediate Progenitors for 

five or fix hundred years, had left the firſt Apoſtolical doin as. ig 
this myſtery. 6.87 | | " 
If you remember, I ſuppoſed from the confeſlion of our Adverſe- 
ries, that the Chriſtian Do&rin remained pure and incorrupt for 
ſome Centuries of years, after its firſt planting ; which Inow ſhall 
endeavor io prove. Andindecd whoſoever macurely eonfiders the 
_ genius 


(13) 
genius arid temper of the Chriſtian Doors and Biſhops, for the firſt 

Centuries after our Saviour, will find it impoſlible for all the power 

of Hell ro impoſe a Novelty upon them, eſpecially ſuch an one as 

would make them all Idolaters, For they were not like the ſeeming 

Zelots of our Ape, pretenders t0 new lights, but their profeſſion - 

was not to corre Antiquity, not to deliver to Poſterity doArins of 

their own deviſing,. but carefully ro keep what they had received 

from their Fore-fathers, and faithfully ro teach their Children what 

they bad been taught by their Fathers : And their great Anſwer to 

Introducets of new Docrirs or Praftices, was, N\ihil nonandum 

niſi qued traditum eft : We muſt innovate nothing, but ſtick cloſeto 

what has been delivered to ws by our Fore-fathers. As for pretender» y 4.2... 45 an 
eo diſcover new Truths by reading of the holy Scriptures; its eafily 54+» 04+ oy of 
conceivable how ſuch perſons may be impoſed upon by abril 12 /-4bs 


f 
Sophiſters, and made to believe erroneous dcArins ; to wit, by Av, ror 


bad and new Interpretations of good and antient Scriptures, But on 14917 Efron 


the other fide, how ſhall a Teacher of Novelties deceive a Chriſtian 
Country, which is reſolveg to hold faſt whatſoever doQtrin w:s 
raught them by their immedate Progenitors, who received the ſame 
doQrin by an uninterrupted delivery from Father to Son, from the 
Apoſtles ? Let him pretend Sctiptures, and bring a thouſand places 
out of the Law, Pſalms, Prophets, and Apoſtles ; what will the Re- 
ply be? The Scriptures you alledge we reverence, and have ever 
been taught to reverence them as divine 3 but we have bgen taught: 
to interpret znd underſtand them in another manner and ſenſe than 
you alledge them, Let him pretend Authority of Doctors, as Learn» 
ed as Origen , as Holy as Cyprian; nay, if he will, of a whole 
Provincial Council, as numerous as that in Africa, which derter- 
min*d Rebaptization of perſons Baptized by Hereticks ; they Reply, 
we mult not Innovate, we muſt hold io what was taught us by our 
Anceſtors, What means then to make perſons thus diſpoſed to leave 
their :ntient Faith, and admit of a Novelty ? -You muſt prove co 
them, that you and they, and other Chriſtians in ſeveral Countrys, 
have been taught ſo to believe by your immediate Predeceſſors, and 
uninterruptedly From Fatber to Son, from the Apoliles : but then 
you ceaſe to be a Teacher of Novelties, contrary to the Suppo- 
ſujon. Tha Aubert Ag @ Yar? Rnack 0 Supp ti /in. 1 bal t Fuppep hon if £648 
Now that ſuch was the diſpoſition of the Primitive Centaries of 
Chriſtianity, hear S. Yincert Lerinenſis, who lived in the fifth Age, 


who teſtifies, that often asking of very many his Conteraporaries, 
ET ; famors 
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famous for their Sarftity and Learrting, how he might be, able tg 
diſcern the truth of the Catholick Paith from the falſity of Heretical 
prayity,-be always received this Anſwer in' a manner from themall; 
That if he deſired to remain ſound i# bus Faith, he mutt fortifie it 3 
firſt with the Authority of the dsvine Law, and then with the 1 radi- 
40a of the_Catholick Conch, That is, as heexplicates bimfelf after- 
wards, he mult examin what . has always, all over the Chriſtian 
Church, and by all Chriſtian Do&ors , or in a manner by all, been 
believed, and hoid to that againſt all Novelty, though defended by 
private Doctors, never ſo Holy, or never ſo Learned, or pro- 
ducing never ſo many Scriptures for themſelves, if interpreted after 
anew manner. , But faiesthe ſame S, Vincent, chap: 2, Here perhaps 
ſame body-may atk , ſeeing the Canon of the Scriptures u perfett, and 
6 it ſelf ſufficient, and more than ſufficiert for all things, what need is 
there to add to. it the Authority of the Eccleſiaſtica', or Churches un- 
derſtanding of it ? Becauſe the Holy Scripture, by reaſon of its depth, 
i tzot by ail taken in one. and the ſame ſenſe.---- For Photinus expounds 
48 one way, Sabellius another, Donatus another, Arrius another, 
And ch, 41. Hexells us how the third general Council held in his 
days at Epheſus, proceeding according to this rule, condenm'd 
Neſtorizs; Forthe Fathers of that Chri'tian Synod, in number a- 
bout 200. having conſulted the Sentiment of their Predecefſors, the 
eminent Doctors of the Oriental and Weſtern Churches, S. Petey of 
Hlexandrja, S. Atharaſins, S, T heophilns, S. Gregory Nazianzen, 
S. Bafil, S. Gregory Nyſſ*n, $S. F:lix, $, Fulims, >. Cyprian, con- 
cerning their cdntroveriie in debatz, they reſolved to hold their 
cofrin, to follow their Coun], to believe their teſt:mony, to obey 
their Judgment. Que tandem, Etc What were at length (faies 
S. Vincent) the Voices and Votes of them all, but that what was ants« 
extly delivered ſhould be kejt , wheot was of late invented ſhould be ex- 
pleaded ? After whicn we admired and proclamed the great humility 
and ſantt'ty of tat Council, In which ſo many Prie3ts, in a manner 
as to the preater part, were ſo many Metropolitaris, and of ſo great 
Erndition and Learning, as they were almoſt all «ble to diſpute of 
Dogms. ' Towhon, when their gathering togeth:r im one, ſcened 19 
add a confidence of daring and decreeing ſomething from themſelves, 
yet notwith$51 auding thy would preſume nothing, . arregate nothing at 
# | ro themſelves, but took all poſſible heed leſt they ſhould deliver tg 
their PoHterity whit themſelves bad not received from their Fa- 
thers ;, and nt cn'y well diſpoſed the matter for tbe preſent, but alſo 
gave 
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gave exaimpleto rnem that were ro come after them, to wit, that they 
ſhould reverence the dogms of ſacred Antiquity, an4condemn (Adin. 
venta) the additional wuentions of profane Novelty. This then was 
not an Age wherein to introduce new docrins into the Church, nor 
any other before S, Fincene, For he tells us, chap 9. Hos iſte, &c. 
That cuſtome has always flouriſhed in the Church, and by how much 
any one hath been more Religious, the more readily has he oppoſed new 
inventions. We have hereof plenty of examples every where, The 
ſame S. Vincent witneſſes, that in the third Age, the Aferrors of 
Rebaptization wanted neither wit nor eloquence, ror number, nor 
verifimilitude of Truth, nor Oracles of the divine L1yw, but under- 
ſtood in a bad and new manner, chap. 9, and 10, How came they 

then to loſe their cauſe ? S, Stephen and his Collegues reclamed, 
N ibil novandum, &c, TW othing us to be innovated beſides what has 

been delivered tous. Agrippinus, Biſhop of Carthage, holding Re. 

baptization againſt the rule of the Univerſal Church, againſt the 

ſenſe of all his fellow Prieſts, againft the cuſtom and inſtitutions of 
bis Anceſtors 3. and hereby (as S. Yincent obſerves) giving a form 

of Sacriledge to all Hereticks, this overthrew him. 

Had now the doQtrin of the Real preſence been an Idolatrous No. 
velty, its manifeſt no Introducer of it could bave perſwaded itto a 


Chriſtian Church thus principled as the DoQors of theſe times were. Fi r 


They would all unanimoully have reclamed; Nothing muſt be inno- 
vated, beſides what has been delivered to us by our Anceſtors, 
Moreover, that the Chriſtian dotrin remained pure and incor. 
rupt for 'ſome Centuries of years, after its firſt planting, is further 
evinced by conlidering the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church for the firſt 
300, years z £0 wit, that it was ſeverely perſecuted all the world 0+ 
ver. Now can any reaſonable man imagin, that they who were 
continually expoling their lives for their Religion, would if they 
could agree together, ſo notoriouſly to change it, as tro make them- 
ſ:lves moſt groſs Idolaters by adoring bread and wine, as the true 
body and blood of their Creator and God, Nor canit be imagin'd 
when the Centuries of the perſecuted {tate of the Church were end-. 
ed, that the Chriſtians now in a fnll liberty of profeſfing and prati-” 
ſing their Faith, would all on the ſudden ſo notorioully change that 
Faith which had been delivered them by their Fore-fathers, who had 
ſeal'd it with their blood, And this none can doubt of, who reflects 
how tenacious all man-kind is of that Religion they were bred up in, 
In ſo much, as let any one conſult the whole world, and he ſhall ne- 
C Ver 
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ver find ſo much as one Nation or Country, to bave changed their 
Religion without 2 great deal of noiſe and difficulty, and a confide- 
rable length of time z and ſo as Poſterity conld for many Ages -give 
an account of ſuch a change, how and- by what means it happeied, 
ſo as to fatisfic any rational dewander of an account of ſuch a 
charge, without flying to imperceptible murations , by little and 
little, bat when or by whom no account is to be grven : The uſual 
refuge of our Adverſaries, when we demand of them how not one 
Country, bur all the Chriſtian Countrys in the world, caine to be- 
lieve ſo univerſa!)y this ſtrange doftrin of the change of Bread and 
Wine into our B, Saviours body and blood. The whole worid for- 
merly in a manner Pagan, except a handful of Jews," is now become 
Chriſtians; we give an account of it, Twelve men dividing the 
world amongſt them by ſtupendious Miracles, holy life and glorious 
death, converted great numbers of ſeveral Nations to the Chriſtian 


| Faithz and theſe taught it their Children under ſharp perſecutions 
| for ſome three hundred years 3 and after that, through the favour 
| of Emperors and Kings, Converted to be Chriitians, it made that 
ſpread we now ſee, Arrianiſm over-ran a great part of the Chriſtian 
| ' world, and we are able to give an account how, and by what means, 
without ,recurring to imperceptible growing by little and little, 
Arrius fit broach'd that Herelie , and by the fayour of Emperors, 
| it got a great footing in Chriſtendom. In like manner had the 
| {trange do&rin of Tranſubſtantiation been a Novel Invention; *cis 
Eb not poſſible, but at firſt teaching, it. muſt needs have been oppoſed, 
- 274 and could nor have ſo over» ſpread the Chriſtian world in the nineth 
# > go-p, Century, as its evident ro any one verſed in Eccletialtical Hiltory it 
«444 »5- did, without great preaching of irs firſt Abettors, and ſtrange favour 
7 Fonfsb: of Chriſtian Princes, That the whole Chriſtian world, for the firſt 
_- ſix hundred years, (ſhould be wholly ignorant of this ſtrange myſteri- 
ous doQringand fo hard to be believed;and that in the ninethCentury 
it ſhould be generally bclieved, and not as anew doin neither, 
which was pretended by that Ageito have been found out by vertue 
of greater light, by reading the Holy Scriptures, &c. but as a 
doQrin they had been taught from their Fore-fathers by an imme- 
morable Tradition, ,is barder to believe than the mySery is ſelf ro 
any judicious confiderer ; how difficully, as1hinted above, we are 
perſwaded to leave the dotrins we have been taught by our Parents 

from orr Child- hood. y | 
In confirmation of this, let but any one conſider the ate of our 


own 


| 
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own Countty. About the year 1500. we generally believed and 
adored the bread and wine in the H, Euchariſt, as our B, Saviours 
true body andjblood. Now *tis-confeſs*d, we, a hundred for one, 
believe the contrary, But bow was this new Faith bred in us ? By 
ſtopping the mouthes of all the Preachers of the antient myſterious 
doRrin, and by perſecuting with ſevere Laws, all Profeſſors of that 
antient Faith, And yet you ſee even all*this diligence has not been 
able ro root out the antient belief univerſally neither. Mouch-leſfs 
was what has been done, Þees effeted ſo without noiſe ; but all our 
Chronicles mention how our new belief was wrought, And can a- 
ny onethink that not one Kingdom, but all the Kingdoms of the 
Chriſtian world, could be brought ſo univerſally ro change their 
Faith without any mention in_any Hiſtory, how and b whom this 
ſtrange ehange.was wrought ? Eſpecially if he refle& how hardly 
human nature does believe ſtrange things which neither ſenſe nor 
reaſon can give any evidence of : And on the contrary, how eaſily 
and gladly we relinquiſh Beliefs which have been impoſed upon us, 
when we have, as we think, the evidence both of ſenſe and reaſon 
for our change, All which notwithſtanding, you ſee how that after 
2 150. years labour, neither eloquence of falſe Teachers, nor force 
of civil powers, has beenable ſo wholly to pervert our Nation as to 
the belief of that high myſtery of the real preſence, but even Kill 
there remain a confiderable number retainers of the antient belief. 
And can you think that nor in a much greater ſpace of time, to wit, 
berwixt the ſixth and nineth Century all the Chriſtian world could 
be perſwaded to admit ſo ſtrange a doQtrin to nature and reaſon ; 
and yet no man by vertue of Hiſtory or Tradition ſhould be able to 

ive any account what Orators prevailed with the world to relin- 
quiſh the belief of their Anceſtors, or what power of civil Magi- 
{trates forced them to it ? Eſpecially ſeeing there have not wanted 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiltorigraphrers who have made mention of matters of 
far leſs note than ſuch a change of Faith muſt needs have mad, Bur 
what place will there remain for doubting, that this high myſtery 


was always believed, if not only all writers be flent as to any change, . 


but alſo the ſeventh and eighth Age z yea, the moſt Primitive times 
do poſgively atteſt this very myſtery by the pens of the chiefelt 
Champions of the Chriſtian Church, who have left us any memo- 
rials of their learning and piety in their deſervedly admired works ? 
I {hall faithfully recount their words , be your own judge what 
their ſentiment was, . 
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In the firſt place then, glorious Saint , and great Door S.! 4- 
guſtin, tell us your Faith concerning tbe Holy Euchariſt ; Is ir Ba- 
kers bread, or*the body of our Lord and God ? I remember, aies 
the holy DoRor in his 28. Ser. 4e verbs Domini, when I treated of 
the Sacraments, T told you that before the words of Chrift, that which 
is offered up is called Bread, but when the words of Chri# ſhall have 


fobeen pronounced, now it is nolenger called breadbut the body of Chriſt, 
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Lay rr explicating thoſe words of the Royal Propher, P/al. 98, v. 5; 
ell, 4 Exalt ye our Lird God, a4 acore his feot- jtool, for it is holy, Now 
me fri t rſs 


- 


what is this Foot-ſtool of God ? why faies this great D. Kor, The 
Earth i his Foot- ſtool, But how is the Earth holy, and 10 be a- 
dored by us ? The Saint goes on and tells us how : Our Lord rock, 
Earth of the Ea'th, becauſe Fleſh is of the Earthy and ke tiok, Fleſh 
of the Fleſhof Mary. Andbecauſe be walked here in Fleſh, "and gave 
ro us that very Fleſh to be eaten by us to our Salvation ;, but no body eats 
that Fl:ſh, unl-ſs he ſhall firſt have adoredit. And indeed what 
could we expe that S. Aujtin ſhould teach and believe concerning 
chis divine Sacramen', but what he had been taught by his Father 
and InſtruRor in Chriſt, the glorious St, eaſmbroſe. And what was 
chat ? Hear his words, {ib, 4, De Sacramentis. Thou wilt perhaps 
ſay nnto me, my Bread ts ordinary Bread ;, but that bread u bread be- 
fore the Sacramental wras ; but when Conſecration has been made 0 
bread, it is made the Fleſh of Chriſt, But how can bread be the body 
of Chriſt * By Conſecration : Corſecration;, by what and whoſe 
words is it perfeted F By the words of our Lord Fe ſus, For all other 
things which are Jaid, Praiſe is given to God : by prayer ſupplication 
$5 made fur the prople, for Kings, for the reſt, When the time is come 
that the Venerable Sacrament is to be made, now the Prieſt does not 
uſe his own words, but the words of Chriſt , therefore the word of 
Chrift makes this Sacrament. But what word of Chriſt ? That 
werd by winch all things were made. "Our Lord commanded and 
Heawten was made; cur Lord commcnied and the Earth was mavg : 
Our Lori commanded, and the Seas wire made + Onr Lord command... 
ed, and eviry Crea'ure'was proauced, Doeſt thou ſee then how 6p(Fative 
rhe word of. Chri#t is ! If then there be ſo great force in the word of our 
Lora Fr ſus, that it could make things which were not b:gin to be; 
how much rather # it operativ?, that theſe thing s which were, ſhoul1 be, 
and be charged into another thing F Heaven was not, the Sea was not, 
the Earth was not , but hear him ſaying : He ſurd the word, and they 
were made ; he commanded, and they were Created. Toat thirefore I 
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may Anſwer thee ; the bocy of Chriſt was net before Conſecration ; butt 
after Conſecration, T ſay unto thee, that now the Boay of Chriſt is. 
He ſaidir, and it was made ; He commanded, and it was Created. 
And in chap. 5. of the ſame Book. Before the words of Chriſt, the 
Chalice is full of Wine and Water , but when the words of Chri't have 
bad thcir operation, then 1t 15 made the blood which Redeemed the peo- 
ple, See thenin kow many kinds of things the word of Ch-1ſt is able to 
change all things. Moreover our Lord Jeſus bimſelf teſtifies unto us, 
that we receive his body and blood , agar we then to doubr of his teſti» 
fication ? Ho Fagy/ 19 Bo pol, wm 0 fponbol for? 

Add to'S, Auſtinand S, Ambroſe, the Learned S. Hierom in his 
Epiſtle ad Heliedorum. Far be it from me, ſaies the Saint, that 7 
ſhould ſpeak amiſs of thoſe who ſucceeding the Apoitles, do make the 
body of Chriſt with their ſacred mouth, And in his $5. Epiltle to 
Enarrima, By whoſe prayers the boily and blood of Chrift iy made. 
Take notice that theſe three Holy Fathers lived not four hundred 
years after our B, Saviours death, S, Cyprian yet nearer the Apo- 
{tles age, does no lefs clearly nor fully atteſt the ſame yerity, in his 
Serm. de Cens Domini. That bread which our Lord gave to his Diſ- 
ciples, being changed not in ſhape, but #n its nature, by the Omnipotency 
of the Word was made Flih. And in his Bookzde Lapſsr ; repre» 
hending ſuch as were angry with the Prieſts of God, who refuſed to 
admitihem to the holy Communion of the B. Sacrament, after they 
had polluted themſelves with the profane Sacrifices of Heathen Ido- 
laters, expreſſes their (in in theſe words. He that bas fall'n from 
by Faith, threatens them that have ſiood firm, Sacrilegious wretch, 
he is angry with the Prieſts of God, that he 3s not wr admuted 
wth defiled bands to receive the Bedy of our Lord, or to drink his blood 
with his defi.ed mouth, Ard this was tlie very doetrin of his learned 
M :fter Tertullian, who yer nearer approached the holy Apoſtles, 
(ib. de Reſur. car, The Fleſh 1s fed with the body and blood of Chriſt, 
that the ſoul may be made fat with God, And in his Book de Jadololatria, 
he complains of the profaneneſs of ſome Chriſtians, who made no 
ſcrupie to day to be working in their Shops, making Idolatrous 
Statues for the Heathens, and yer co mcrrow would preſume to 
come into the Chriſt.an Congregxions, and receive the Sacted 
myſteries of our Lords body and blood, and communicate them te. 
others. His words are theſe , To touch the body of our Lord with 
- thoſe hands which give boates to Devils, Nor is thu all , their C: ime 
would be leſs, did they only receive from the hands of others what they 
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contaminate and pollute 3. but mo{cover they deliver to others what they 
have polluted, Makers of Idols. are ad nitted ing? the Eccleſiaſtical 
Hierarchy, O Impiety ! Once the lev laid prof we bands 04 Chriit ; 
theſe daily violate his body : O kands deſerving to be Ent off 
Burt ſhall we deſire a Greek Fartref or wo, to give us their ſenſe 
eoncerning our preſent Comroverſi?. 5, Cry/o/?, ho. 60.. ad, pop, 
Antioch. Becauſe the Word ſaies, Thw 18 my Boiy, let us aſſent and 
believe, And a little after, How. many are there now, adaies that ſay, 
O that I could ſee his Figure, his Garments, bis Shoces: ? Lo thou ſeeſt 
bimſelf, thou toucheſt him, thou eateſt him. Thou deſire$t to ſee his 
Garments, but be give theg not cn'y to ſee, but alſo to eat and touch; 
and taks bimſelf into th:e. And a little after, Conſider what an indsg- 
zation thou hat again#F. the Traytor Judas, ani againFt thoſe that 
Cructficd him: Therefore conſider leſt thou alſo beeſt not guilty of the 
boly and blood of Chriſt, They killed his moſt holy body 3; and thoure- 
ceiveſt it with a polluted ſoul after ſo many benefits. For he was not ſa- 
tisfied robe made man, to be Buffetted and Crucified : but mireover, 
he does mix himſelf with us, and makes us his body, not only by Faith, 
bat in very deed, And ho, 24.in Ep- 1. 2d Corin. Chrijt bas given 
us his body, both that ws might bave it and might eat it, which us the * 
greateſt ſign of love, Wherefore Job chap. 31. that he might ſhow the 
love of his Servants to him, ſaid they oftentimes of their execeeding 
great love to him, wonld ſay concerning him, Who will give us of his 
Fleſh, that w: might be filled with it. Even ſo Christ bas given us his 
Fleſh, that we might feed upon it, thereby to allure us to love him ve. 
ry much, Thus body the Sages adored in the Manger .omme Thou 
ſeeſt it not in the Manger, but npon the Altar , not a Woman bolding 
it 1 her arms, but a Prieſt preſent,- - Nor do I ſhow thee eAngels, 
nor Arch-angels, nor Heaven, nor the Heaven of Heavens, but the 
very Lord of all theſe things.-----» Nor doest thou only ſee him, but 
touch him; not only touch him, but eat him ; and having receaved him; 
returns to thy home. And Hom. 60. ad pop. Antioch. and 83. in Maib, 
Let waevery whire believe God, and not oppoſe him, although that 
which be ſaies ſeem alſurd 10 our ſenſe and thoughts , let his ſpeech 
overcome both our ſenſe and our reaſon ,, which let ws down all things, 
and eſpecially in the Myſteries, not only regarding thoſe things which 
lie before us, but 4!ſo holding faſt to his weras. For we cannot be dee 
ceaved by his words, but our ſenſe is moſt eaſily deceived : thoſe cannot 
he falſe, this is deceived very. often, Becauſe therefore be has ſaid 
this 35 my body, let us make no. doubt but believe, ad ſce it with the 
_ e7es- 
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eyes of our under ftanding. And in his 3. ho, in Ep, adEphef, Let m 
think that bim that fits above, who 25 adored by tne Angels, *tis him 
that we taſt, that we feed won. And'bs. 2. ad pop. Antioc, Elias 
lefe bis Diſcigle his Mantle, bur the Son of God aſcending , left ws 
his Fleſh. But Elias indeed put off his Mantle, but Chriſt buth left 
us his Fleſh, and retaining u, «ſc:udeda with it. Let us not therefore 
be aiſhartened, nor (ament, ror frar the difficulty of the times, Foy 
he that has not refuſed to ſhed bis blood for us, and has communicated to 
us both his fleſh and b/ood, will nit refuſe to do any thing for our Sal- 
VAtion, 

Hear another Greek DoCtor, S. Cyril of Jeruſalem, in his Cate- 
chiſtical diſcourſes, which arc the x laineit declarations of the myſte- 
ries of our holy Faith, Catech, 4. Myſ. Seeing then Chriſt bimſelf 
ſo affirms and ſays concerning th: bread, \his is my body, who after 
this can dare to doubt cf it ? andthe ſame alſo af firming and ſaying, 
This is my blood, who T/ay can douvr of it, and jay it ts no: bis blood. 


He changed water into wine in Cana of Galilee, by his ſole Wilt , and; wk Reeſe 
af- 7+ 


all he not be worthy whom we may believe, that" he ag; wine imto, 
his blood ? For }# being invited to a corporeal Wedding, he wrought a' 
ſtupendious miracie, ſhall we not confeſs him n:uch rather to have given 


his body and blood to the Chilaren of the Bridegroom ? Wherefore with'® 


all aſſurance let m3 take the body and blood of C brift ; for under the ap-' 
pearance of bread, is gruen to thee his body , and under the appearance 
of wine, is given his blood , that having received the body and blegd of) 
. Chriſt, thou maieſt be made partaker together with bim of hzs body and' 
Blood, So ſhall we be Chriltophers, ſuch as carry Chriſt in them, 
when we ſhall have received his body and blood intg our Members; and 
ſo as $,Perer ſaie-, ſhall be mad: partakers of the divine Nature,-»-. Do 
not therefore look upon it as bare bread and bare wie , ,fo- it is the body 
and blood of Chriſt, according to the words of our Lord himſelf, For al- 
though thy ſenſe ſuggeF this to thee, Jer let Faith confirm thee z, do 
not judge of the thing by thy taſt, but rather from Faith hold for cer- 
tain, ſo that thin haſt no doubt that the body azd blood are given to 
thee. Knowing and accounting for moſt certain, that this bread which 
1s Jeenby us isn:t bread, althou 1h our taſt + judge it to be bread, but 
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that it is the body of Chriſt, And the wine, which is ſeen by ns, al- @ us ory. 


thotegh it may ſeem wine to our ſenſe of faFing: that_yer it is not wine 
bitt the blood of .Chriit. Can the holy Council of Trent have plainer 
words than theſe, or fuller to our prefent purpole. Add the teſti» 
mony of S, Futin Martyr, who lived yet nearer the Age i the 
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| Apoſtles, in his Apology for the Chriftians to {ntoninus the Empe» 


ror, in which he gives him an accqunt of the Chriftian Faith 3 and 
where certainly he would not make jr more myſterious than ut was, 
nor more hard to be believed, 2ording to any part of it, than the 
truth and common belief of Chriſtians forced him ; bat rather would 
moderate the myſteriouſneſs of ir, than encreate it. H:ar him 
then giving an account'of the Holy Euchariſt. This meat rs called 
by s th: Euchariſt, becauſe no body may partake of it, but he who be- 
Leves thoſe things to be true which we ſay, atd lives ſo as Chriſt bas 
taught ws, For we do not take theſe things as common and oramary 
bread, but as by the word of God, our Sawvwnr Feſus Chriſt 'was made 
man, and had fleſh and bliod for our Salvation ; ſo we have been 
taught that this meat, which is Conſecrated by the Prayers of that 
ſpeech we received from him, is the ſlef and blood of Feſus Chrift, who 
Was made man, For the Apoſtles in their Commentaries, which are 
called Goſpels, have delivered that Chriſt ſo commanded . ond that 
having taken bread, when be had given thanks, he ſaidg. Do this in 
memory of me, This is my Body ; and having taken the Cup , when 
we bad given thanks, he ſaid alſo, This is my blood} and gave it to 
them only, Mark how this boly Father ſaies, that. what we have re- 
ceived concerning the holy Euchariſt, is, that it. is both thefl:h 
and blood of J:ſus Chriſt, who was made man. Now would any 
man in his wits have given ſuch an account of the Chriſtian Faith ro 
an unbelieving Heathen, with a defire co Convert him, and to re- 
commend our holy Faith to him, had the bleſſed Euctariſt been a 
mere ſign of the fleſh and blood of Chriſt, This he would eaſily 
have underſtood to be very feaſable, whereas the other ftrangely 
ſhocks both his ſenſe_and reaſon. For other Teſttmonies out of 
theſe and other Holy Fathers, I refer you to our Books of Contros 
verfie on this Subje&t, which are full of them. 7 &##5 Arpyg% 

And who now that has the leaſt grain 'of Humility and Modeſty, 
wonld not bluſh to accuſe s0 many and ſo grave Dufors of Chriſt's 
Church of Idolatry and damnable Error ? And here vir, you muſt 
give me leave 0 beſpeak our Adverſarieg. in the words of S. A#- 
guſtin, direQted by bim to Julian the Pelagian, after a like Citation, 
about another. matter, of theſe very Holy Fathers by me now cited, 
as to a good part of them. Tu quti tar crebro, &c, Thou ſadly de- 
luded Calviniſt, that doe ſo often objett ro us Catholick Chriftians the 
crime of Tdblatry for adoring the Holy Euchariſt, if thou b:eſt a- 
wake, ſee what and what kid of men, and how glorious Defenders of 

the 
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the Chriftian Faith, they dereſt to beſpatter wider attr names,” with /d 
extcrable a Crimination, G6 ww and obje# tow the crims of Iiola- 
try, diſſemble and fergn thy ſelf not to know what they ſay in this pointh 
over-look them as it were, 4nd attack_us only, as not kriowing that un- 
der our name they are revi'edy, and confidently inſult over fo many and 
fo great Dottors of the Church of Chriſt, who after a moſt Sajntly 
life, and having beaten down the Errors of their times, moſt ploriguſly 
went out of this life before you ana yotr Camerades bubled up, ""Doeſt 
thon ſee with what kind of men we ſuſtain thy reproaches , doeſt thou ſee 
with whom we have the ſame common cauſe, which without any ſober 
conſideration thou Calurmiates an1 endeavours to expugn,? Doe jt thou 
ſee, proud Calvinift, how pernicious it 5s unto thy ſelf to'objebt ſahore 
rible a crime of Tdolatry to ſuch men as theſe," ana how glotiont it is to 
us to ſuſtain the charge of any crime, togetker with ſuch Doors ? Or 
if thou doeſt ſee, ſee, and hold thy peace, and let ſo many Catholick 
zongues filence thy Catviniſtical rongue, and ſubwit thy brazen fore « 
head to the vener «ble mines of ſo many grave Fathers. The Ruffian 
Polemus to com his wilde ramble, wouldneeds, early in the morning, 
half Drunk witgghis Night-Revels, go to the \Sthaol. of the Grave 
Sophiſt Xenocrates; to affroht him and his Sclolars,” But he was no 
ſooner entred the School of that ſober Platoniſt, but the very fight of the 
mode ſt and grave Comportment of the Philoſopher and” his Scholars did 
fo ſtrike my young gallaut, that he was quite out of Countenance ; and 
afham'd of himſelf, he pull*d off his drunkgn bayet, and comfos'd him- 
ſelf t ty, and became his Convert, who he tame 01 purpoſe 70 
deridt and ſcoff at. Such force had the grave Countenances of a, ſober 
Platoniſt and his Scheol to compleat arude Ruffian. Finding my pre« 
ſaptuous Calviniſt drunk with pride and ſelf-conceit, 1 conta think of 
ns better means to reduce bim to Sobricty, than to bring him, not Into the 
Schbol of a ſober” Ethnick, Philoſopher, but into a grave Aſſembly of the 
moſt memorable Biſhops and Dotl ops of the School of Chriſt. To whom 
certainly ſo much a greater Revirence andreſpett is due, by bow much 
their Doltor and <M aſter Chrift,is greater than Xenocrates's Maſter 
and Doftor Plato, I deſire now my conceited Galvmiſt , that thou 


would(t think it worth thy while ,"to rye, ra" lo0k, up fo many and. /q 
farmer of the Catholick\Church'; ad wa ins they 10 2k wk 
were upon thee, and mildly and gently to ſay unto the > NET 08 by. 
Juliane, &c. 1s # ſo indeed Son vrillingſeer, irs We then Idolaters : 
What anſwer womuldſt thow give them ? With what face wouldſt thoy, 
look upon thers ? bat argurrents wonl4 occur 5 wy ? Weuld#t - 
| Ms 
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dare, wouldſt thau have the face: to produce ſuch wodden. Daggers « 
thou art ever and anen Tong upon. us? Or rather would not 
pittifulWeapons fall ont of thy hand, at the preſence of ſo great Do- 
Hoys, and ſuch _ Prelates of Gods Church 2- Wouldft thou have 
the forehead to tell the great 8. Auguſtin, our B. Lord ſaid, Do this in 
remembranee of me ; the words which I ſpeak unto you are ſpirit 
and life, I am a Door, I am a true Vine, &c, . As if that grext 
Door and his venerable Fellows could. be ignorant of ſuch petty 
Cavils as thoſe, 

T alitumne apud te, &c. Can a Calvin, or 4 Stillingfleet have ſo 
euch Authority with any perſon of ſobriety, that he ſhoutd for their re» 
gards, net only forſake ja many and ſo great Doftors and defenders of 
the Ebriſtian Faith, from the ng of the Sun to the going down there. 
of ; but alſo dare to call them Idelaters and Abettors of darmable Er- 
rors ? 1 defire my conceited Calviniſt, would'but conſider into what an 
Aſſembly I have brought him. *Tis an «A ſſembly of Samntly Doitors, 
not of the popular multitude : Such as were not only Children, but Fa- 
thers of the Crs famous itt their Generations 7 Learning and 


Santity, who well furniſhed with ſpiritual, Wea, ſtrennouſly 

warred againſt the Hereticks of their days, and having happily finiſhed 

the lahours of their diſpenſation, holily went to reſt in peace, Nor was 

the doitrin, we are now diſputing, any new deviſed Opinion of theirs ; 

but what they learnt#y the Church of. ChriSt, in the time of their Rudi. 

ments, that they taught the Church of Chriſt in time of their Honors, 

That which they found in the Church, that they held, That whigh they 
received from their Fathers, they delivired to their Children. nd if 

| my Calvmſt will __ lay, be aoes not charge S$. Auguſtin, or 
, S, Chryſoſtom with the crime of Idolatry, he muſt give me leave to 
tell bim, nor then does he juſtly charge #s, whom be ſees in the ſame 

cauſe to have followed their eps But if be will only reproach us with ſuch 

4 Cay » hor for any other reaſon but becauſe we think.concertiing 

_ holy Euchariſt what they thought, hold what they beld, preach what 

e0e) 


what they reach, we reacha yield hem an you. yrld to 8s; aeguicſs 
: e 


LY t4,.9nd you't ceaſe tocondumnonrs. \ Moreover this 
Fart uf Fave Aſrmbly of amiene Defars, to mhom we appeaZ then judged 
+ Go ot Once ot £5 our cauſe, when nobody could ſay they had-favor or il 
WX ws youTy. Wil for extber party. They had neither friendſhip. tor enmity with you 


#7 Ur," Wir did nes as yet appeal with 30u to them aRf udges, and * 
| cauſe 
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Cauſe was decided by them, Neither 108 nor we were known. to thee, 
and we reciieitheir ſentence given for' us 'againit you. , We didnt yet 
centefh with you, ax they pronouncing ſentences __ #1, we have over- 
come. you... 'Or will my Calviniftchave the impulence to acouſe (as ſome 
Ae) theſe grave Dottors of —_ ?. A multitude of blend meas for- 
ſouth avasls nothing \ro find out the Truth ! and theſe were, the errars 
aud miſtakes of thoſe learned Prelates, What .an Age are "WerfaPn 4p- 
1d. Truth muſt be called error, and error truth, light. dgrkgieſs, and. 
darkyeſe4ight. $. Augaſtin, S.Awbrole, S. Cryſoltom, S, Hicrom: 
are ond; bur Calvin a4 Stiflingfleet ſce. ids 
Theſe Doltors 1 have called a Council. of , were perſons of | ſuch 
Learning and Santtity, that if a 8ynod of Biſhops were ;gathered- out: 
of the whole world, 3t wohld be much if ſo many, mw ſuch *Dottors 
could be fornd to ſit init. Neither indeed were theſe all at one time,but 
God Almighty as pleaſes him, and as he judges to be expedient, ſcatters 
a few more excellent and faithful diſpenſers of his r* hab in ſeeral 
Ages, and diſtances of _—_ By ſuch Planters Waterers, Builders, 
Paſtors , nurſing Fathers after the Apotles, 'the holy Church . has 
encreaſed. Now what an imprudence, and what an $2p dence ah it 
be for any to preſfwne to —_— of tþe horrible crime of Taolatry, ſo many 
holy, egregionms, and memorable Dottors of- the Catholick, Verity, and 
moreover together with them tne whole Church of C brit s to which dt- 
vine Family they faithfully Miniſtring ſpiritual Food, flouriſhed with 
great glory inour Lord, Nay further, they who dave to oppoſe-the ma= 
nifeit Sentiment, n9t of ſo many Platonical, Ariſtotelieal or Zenonical 
Doitors, but of ſo many Saints aiid illuſtrions Prelates in the Church 
of God, and theſe ſome of them ſingularly endowed with human littera- 
ture, and all of them eminently learned in the Sacred Letters, have 
reaſon not ſo much to fear them, as him who made them profitable V(ſels 
r0 himſelf, Theſe Judges, by how much the wore teſt le they ought 
1t he wo thee, if thou didſt bold the Cathollch Faith, by {7 mM 
baſt more reaſon to fear them, becauſe thou oxpoſeſt the bh Li 
Faith, which they" miniſtred to little and great, and manifeitly and 
ſtoutly defended agamſt its Enemies , yea agam{ſt Jou, then not as yet 
born, Foy not only when they lived aid they by thegr words but alſoby their 
writings which they left 10 Poiterity, diathty ſtrenuouſly defend the 
Catholick'Fawth, that they might break in pieces your Arguments, 'Hi- 
' therto $. Auguſtin, !. x. ct, 2;*Comra7ulianum, Tthought fit ro 
adjoyn this Refiexion of S.-eAaguF#ir, though ſuperabundant to 
the force of my Argument, i being ſufficient for my purpoſe to 
| | D 2 prove 
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prove that the dodtrin of the Real. preſence was generally believed in 
the Prichitive Centuries uf Chriſtiagity, and, ſo;much evidently tol- 
lows from the Authorities abqve cited. .. For.chough, ſome may. be- 
ſo ſelf- conceited'45 to eonfeſs that S. Ambroſe, S. Cry/oftom, and the 
reſt of the holy Fathers, Greek an@ Latin, believed (he- doQrin of 
the'Real preſence, but they with humble ſubmiſſion deemed itto be 
an Idolatrous and-damnable dofrjn.; yet few 1, think but bave fo- 
much regard for thoſe Primitiye DoRors, as to allow them ſo much 
judgemenit, '*a& ro know What was the belicf of their ſeveral Chur- 
ches in their daies, and ſo much fidelity as, to write the Truth-as to- 
this particular, which is ſufficient for the purport of my diſcourſe. 
Unleſs you canthink thattheſe holy Fatbers were of one Faith, and 
eheir ſeveral Flocks, who reverenced them as Saints, of another. .: 


L 


nl,0w14 219 * + © An Anſwer. to an Objetion, 

' But. you will lay, if there be ſuch a miraculous change wrought in 
the bread and wine in the holy Euchariſt, why does it not appear 
to onrfeniſes, ;a5 well as other miraculous works of our Lord Jeſus 
did 7 EIN tyrn'd water into wine, it appeared ſuch to the-fight 
ahdUaft of the Gueſts at the Marriage-Feaſt.. He dill nor barely tell 
foe, "We Finer was turn*dintowine, and exat their belief of his: 
word," contrary tothe evidence of all their ſenſes, bur convinced 
thera that it was ſo by their very fenſes. Why then in our preſent 
cafe, if he tura wine into his blood, does. it not appear to our fight 
fo be blood ?. But barely to tell. ys, that ir is bis blood; and yet to 


terittafſt and appexr asit. did 3 how is this'credible ? How .is it not 


contrary to one, but to all the Miracles that ever be —_ ! And 
this Argument is further ſtrengthned, for that it would bence fol- 
low, we might call in queſtion the whole myſtery of Chriſtianity, 
For. we. therefore gelighing in.our Lord, Jeſus, as one indeed ſent 
from God, co teach us nothing but Truth, becauſe of his Miracles, 
ant ehaving no aſlur ce _ his Miracles but from our ſenſes, if 
out fenſes may' be miftaken, how can-we' tell- but thoſe who were 
eye-witneſſcs of bis wonders were iBuded : and water, for example, 
was not turned by hjm into wine, but only ſeemed wine tothe taſt 
and ſight 6f thoſe which were'preſent, 2nd indeed remained water as 
before. ' For why may not water..reraia water, and yet ſeem to my 
taſt wing, m ellagy ne be. changed into blood, and yet ſeem to 
cy 'taſt and Gphr to remain wine 2-- 13:10) 
For-Anſwer'to this Obje&ion,, we mult diſtinguiſh two ſorts of 
© +5 of} Ws Mirg- 
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Miracles, with the ends for which they are wrought, Some Mira- 
cles are wrought by Almiglty God, to draw the world to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith z and theſe muſt neccſfarily be r)e objeR of our ſevſesz 
el{c it tould not reaſonably be expeRed, they ſhould work their in- 
tended effe& in them for whoſe ſakes they are wrought. For exam- 
ple; If any one wilt by Miracle prove he is ſet from God, by raiſiag 
a dead man to |'fe, or by turning water into wine z he mult make ir 
evident to my ſenſes, that the man who was dead is alive, and ihe 
water now wine, and not barely tell me ſo. Elſe he will be derided 
23 an Impoſtor and impudent Lyer, inſtead of being admired and re- 
ceived as a Meſſenger from Heaven, and Oracle of Truth. There 
are other Miracles which are wrought by the Almighty, not as a 
motive to induce us to receive the true Faith, but to ſanRifie us when 
we have received it, or for the neceſliry of working the ſalvation of 
the world, Such are the Miracles of the Incarnation of the Son of 


SRafe-ars 
God, and all the ſpiritual effeQs wrought in the ſouls of Chriſtians na 


by any of the Sacraments. Now theſe miraculous effedts are not the 
obje of our ſenſes, nor is there any reaſon they ſhould be. For 
the Church of Chrift does not urge theſe to perſwade Lnbelievers 
ro acknowledge the true Faith 3 bur only profeſſes, that by theſe her 
members are ſanftified. For example z we ſay by Baptiſm as an 
outward and viſible fign, is wrought an inviſible grace in the ſoul of 
the perſon Baptized. Though view theChild as much as pou pleaſe,you 
can by none of your ſenſes perceive any mutation to be wrought. 
!n like manner the Church profeſſes to believe the myſtery of the In- 
carnation ofthe Son of God : that our Lord jeſus, though to out» 
ward appearance a mere man, was alſo- true God, and yet by no 
ſenſe was the Hypoſtatical Union of his ſoul and body to the Second. 
perſon of the bleſſed Trinity, diſcernable. This was no doubt a 
reat Miracle, yea the miracle of miracles wrought amongſt us , 
t theend of its working, being nat by it as a motive 10 draw the 
world to Chriſtianity, burto conftitute a fit perſon for the workiog 
of the ſalvation of the world, it was not neceffary it ſhauld be the 
obje& of our ſenſes, The ſame Lord and Saviour telling us that he was 
God, ang could diſcern no CharaRers of Divinity in him by 
© any of our ſenſes,he ſaying that he wasGod, & proving by other Mi- 
racles to-our ſenſes, that he was ſent from Godo teach us nothing 
but Truth ; this was ſufficient ro ſecure our belief of his Deity. In 


like manner, in the myſtery of the holy Euchariſt, rhis miraculous _ | a 


q L. ” ” 
change being not wrought, to. allure Strangers to the. Chriſtian 


Faichy,”” " 
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| . 
foo gio8 57 Faith,” but to ſanRike Believers, .and to work, all thoſe ſpiritual ef- 
julche of | feRs 4n tkem above-mentionedyby being received by them, and of- 
fe ©: fereU'up in-their preſence for them, &-c,, | ir was aot requiſite this 
| iq change ſhanld be the obje& of our {gales, /Nay.it was neceſſary.-ic 
lorb A Wn; ſhouldnorbe the-0bjeR of our ſenſes. For it. deing wrovght tothe 
lo £96 44 A%> intent we ſhould eat and drink our dear Lord his body and,blood, . it 
--7\,was neceſſary only the ſubſtance of bread and wine, ſhould beturned 
ut; Ae 1ato the-ſubſtance of our Lords fleſh and blood , the accidents of 
FELT \ bread and 'wine remajning.; for'thaz otherwiſe we ſhould. bave a 
i horror to eat raw fleſh, and drink true appearing Blogd. Po 
As to the confirmationlof the Argument, that hence it would fol. 
low we cannot truſt our ſenſes, 'and conſequently not. be certain of 
any miracle wrought by our Saviour, To this I Anſwer ; We may 
alwaies truſt our ſenſes about their own objeRs, and in due circum. 
ſtances, and when we have -not poſitive grounds to-think, , either 
God Almighty by himſelf, or by an Ange), or permilſlively Oo a De- 
vil, repreſents things otherwiſe than they are, The three Children 
in the fiery Furnace, might really thinkthemſelves'in the midſt of 
ſcorching Flames, though they felt them not, , becauſe they. had rea- 
ſon to ſurmiſe God Almighty wrovght a miracle z, out of thoſe cir. 
cumſtances they had no reaſon to believe. any thing to be ordinary 
fire, which-ſhould not burn as fire. Nor mu#t they for this,. for e- 
ver after be in'doubt, whether they were not environed with Flames 
of fire or no, Nor muſt Abram, becauſe once in a particular cir. 
cumftance he miſtook three Angels for three men z therefore never 
after believe his eyes, whether he ſaw a man or go, .ualeſs. he firſt 
pinched him'by.the arm, :and felt that he had fleſh and blood as him. 
ſelf. Nor muft one who in the preſence of a Conjurer had taken 
pibble ſtones for grapes, for ever after be doubtful whether he ſaw 
grapes or no, till: he taſted them, Nor does it follow, $. Mar 
AAagdalen could not be certain ſhe ever ſaw our B. Saviour, becauſe 
once her ſenſes were miſtaken concerning him, taking him for the 
Gardener, And in .our preſent caſe, our B, Saviour telling usthat 
the Holy Euchariſt is his body, we bave all reaſon to think that by 
miracle he makes it to be ſo, whatſoever it ſeems to our ſenſes. Nor 
do Catholicks therefore, out of ſuch a circumſtancey, doubt of all 
the bread they ſee, ' whether jt be not their Lords:body or no ? 
; +4 (Though 1 muſt cell you, even here your ſenſes are not miſtaken z 
* Hy bg Fn for they do 'perceive what they ſeem to perceive ; that is the Acci- 
as fr, dents of bread and wine, which remain and affc& them inthe ſame 
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manner, 2s when the- ſubſtance under them, was the fubſtance of| 
bread and wine, but now is the ſubſtance of our Lords body and | 
blood. Subſtancesare not diſcernable by any ſenſe ;- only we con- 
clude by a Phyfical certitude; ſuch a ſubſtance is under ſuch a com- 
plex of Accidents, when we have, not poſitive grounds that God 
Almighty works a miracle, as here we have ; he ſaying exprefly of 
this obje& before us, *Tis his body, and *is his blood. 

But if there be ſo much to be ſaid for this great myſtery, how 
comes it to paſs ſo many have ſo great difficulty to believeit? It is , 
not becauſe the myſtery is not highly credible, bur it is partly from 
Nature and partly from Education, and partly from want of a ſeri- 
ous and frequent conſideration of thoſe” Arguments which ſtrongly 
evince the credibility of it, and partly for want of ſtrange defires of 
the happineſs of the other life, and of a heart void of inordinate af 
fe&ions to the things of this life, Fleaſures, Riches, and Honors. 
"Tis partly from Nature I ſay. For *tis not more difficult ro our Fr £1208 


ſenſes to praQtice Sobriety, Temperance, Chaſtiry and Faſting, than fo 
it is tO Our —— ro afſent to Truths which ſeem to ſhock 
our reaſon and ſenſes, though propoſed by never ſo great Autho- 
rity. Should you have ſeen our B, Saviour ſucking his Mothers 
Breaſt in the Stable of Bethlehem, whoſoever ſhonld bave told you, 
the little Infant there was God Almighty, the maker of Heaven and 
Farth, Nature would have found a great difficulty to believe ſo 
ſtrange an'afſertion, and no leſs than it does now to believe that a. 
little Wafer in-the hands of a Prieſt, is the ſame Chriſt both God 
and man, veiled under the appearance of the common accidents of 
bread. But had it been moreover from your infancy continually 
noyſed in your ears, by ſuch as yon reverenced for their learning 
and $kill in divine matters; that ir was impoſlible for God to become 
man ; ehis would ſtrangely have encreaſed your difficulty to believe 
a little Infant, in-nothing different asro outward appearance from 
other Children, ſhould be God. But if to all this you ſhould add, 
never or very ſeldom, and lightly to cofifider the poſitive Argu- 
ments forthe belicf of that myſtery of the Incarnation,but were cyer 
ſtillporing upon the difficulty, and unlikelineſs and ſeeming impoſh- 
bilxy of any ſneh thing, *tis not 'pefſible you ſhould ever come to 
the belief of it, thoagh the myſtery be never ſo rue in it ſelf, nor 


the Arguments to prove it, never ſo evident and cogent, But this is 24/2 i, as 
the caſe of us generally in "England, as to the myſtery of the B; Sa- #: bas i 


crament, and therefore no vvonder if generally it be. not believed by #52 gin, for 
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-us + but we rather wonder at their ſtupidity and fond credulity, vu h9 


can believe any ſuch thing, 
But to get a right, ſtrong and well-grounded Faith concerning this 
bigh myſtery, what muſt we do ! Firſt Refle& we are Chriſtians, 


16 favs $5816 52,,and as ſuch mult neceſſarily believe very many {travge things, unleſs 


for {69f8 Things 


fark x4. franfp 
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(We will renounce Chriltianity, For example 3 we muſt believe that 
(there arethree diſtin Perſons, and every one of theſe is God ; and 
'yet thereare not three Gods, but only one God. We mult alſo 
"believe this one God is infinirly merciful, and yet he will permit mil- 
lions of ſouls to lament agd how! amidſt ſcorching Flames for ever, 
;thongh with a word be could eaſe them of all their pains. Moreo- 
[ver we muſt believe that x600. years ago, one of the three divine 
'Perſons was incarnat, and became a true mortal man, fleſh and blood 
'as Weare; andafter 33. years, Which he lived upon our Earth, he 
' was nailed co a Croſs, Hands and Feet, till he died; and after three 
;daies came to life again, and after 40. days aſcended into Heayen, 
'where he remains to this day, Theſe would ſeem ſtrange things to 
'believe, to onethar ſhould never have heard them before 3 and yer 
; ſtranger to one, that from his Childhood ſhould have been taught co 


/ laugh. at ſuch tories as mere Fables and idle fiftions of cheating 
* Prieſts, who knew them well enough to be ſuch z bur for their own 


4s 


_ £ain ard intereſt ſeem'd to believerhem, and with a great deal of 
; Confidence, taught them for infallible Truths to the credulous mul. 
titade. Which being ſa, Refle& 2d y. No Chriſtian malt bogle 
atany thing as to the belief of it, merely for the {trangencfs of it, 
and ſeeming unlikelineſs to his ſenſes or reaſon, But muſt conſider 
what grounds he has to j1dge the ſtrange myſtery he is required to 
believe, was taught his Fore-fathers by our B, Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles; and if he find he has good grounds for this, be muſt immedi- 
ately ſubmit his underſtanding, and believe it. 3dly. Let us refle& 
upon the ſtate of our own Country, as it is at preſent, and as our 
Annals repreſent it to have been ever ſince our firſt Receiving of the 
Chriſtian Faich. Ar preftnt we-have a conſiderable number of Fa- 


| milies who believe Tranſubtantiation, and have believed it from 


their Fore-fathers time our of mind, and they fay ever ſince the firſt 
planting of the Chriſtian Faith amongſt us.” We have alſo far grea- 
ter multitudes who do not believe it, bur yet ſo as there's ſcarce one 
whois fifty years old, whole great Grand-father did not believe ir, 
but when his great Grand-father, or his great Grand- fathers An- 
ceſters began to believeit, weare able to give no acconnt, More» 
over 
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over two hundred years ago, in all the ſeveral Shires or Provinces of 

England we all univerſally, Biſhops, Prieſts, and People, Rich and 

Poor, Learned and Unlearned believedit: And this not as a new 

Doctrin. found out by themſclves by reading the holy Scriptures. 

No. They were Enemies to all Novelties, and profeſled they muſt 

hold faſt what had been taught by their Fore-elders, and interprec 

Scripture in the ſenſe their Fore-elders had done, Now how is it 

poſlible they ſhould come to believe ſuch a ſtrange Doctrin, unleſs 

it had been taught them from their Fore-fathers, and the firſt Prea- 

chers of Chriſtianity in our Nation ? Eſpecially they not reading the $a, 4), 
holy Scriptures as we do now, nor having ſuch fore of Bibles, that — ” 

S 


they might perhaps by their private reading have come to believe 
chic hard d and high myſtery contrary to what had been caught chem {7B 22m, he 
by their Fore-elders, How came they to learn it then ? Did they 79425=/ 
ſome ſtrange morning or other, all awake of a different belief from __—_—__ 
what they had been of the Evening before ?. Or did it come into 
ſome Schollars head by ſtudying the holy Scriptures; reading for 
example thoſe words, Thisis my body, ſo often repeated in the 
Evangeliſts & S. Paul; and he hereupon was convinced they had 
all been. in an Error for fo many years, and by Preaching and Dif- | 
puting perſwaded others ? But how comes it ro paſs then, we, . wu | 
having had Hiſtorians that have mentioned far leſs Matters, yet fay £05 I | 
not a word of any ſuch thing?Or did the Bricens before S, Auſtinthe HEY | 
Monk, believe 'no ſuch thing ? How came they then riot to claſh | 
about ir, or if they did, bow comes it to pals other differences are | 
recorded and this is omitted ? Beſides if S. Aſtin taught it our An- 
celters, he confirm'd the Religion he taught by miracles, as all our 444-9 2>d6r7, 
Stories teſtifie. And alſo he lived within the firſt 600. years, to 
which Dr. N\., NN, in one of his Sermons appeals : Nor did that 
bleſſed man pretend to teach us a new Religion neither, newly found 
out at-Rowe, but what was alwaies believed ever ſince S. Petey, 
4: Ler us conſider why we are. Chriftiane, and we ſhall find if we 
be ſo rationally and groundedly, and not merely becauſe we were 
ſo brought up from our Childhood : I ſay we ſhall find our Faith to My £2 
be grounded upon ſuch principles, as if we be true co them, they will rr Arr 
force! us as'{trongly to believe Tranſubſtantiation as the Incarnation, rae bonrtsg. 
the'Real preſence as the Deity of our Saviour, For exzmple, [ believe ; 
the \man-ſeſus Chriſt, who lived 1600, years ago, was alſo God. 
And why ? Becauſe he ſaid he was ſo, and proved by evident miracles 
that hg was ſent to teach the World Truth, _ nothing bar Truth, 
| And 
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And why a} this ? Becauſe it could nat Rand with the providence of 

God, to ſuffer a Deceiver ro work ſuch miracles as he wrought, 

reaching withal, and pratiling ſuch ſaa&iy as he did. For then the 

molt ſincere defirers ro know theT-uth would be moſt ſubjeR ro miſs 

of it, But how do I know Jeſus Chriſt wrought ſuch miracles ? 

Becauſe I ind them Recorded in certain Books, which ſeveral Nati- 

ons all over the World, have jimmemorially looked upon as faithful & 

true ſtories, ever fince the time the miracles are ſaid to have been 

wrought, Now *is not poſlible' but the men then alive muſt needs 

certainly know whether be did work ſuch {trange miracles or no. 

And if they had known no ſuch thing was wrought by him, but tbat 

theſe things were at firſt feigned by ſome of his Friends, and after- 

wards committed to writing by them, they could never contrary to 

the evidence of their own knovvledge,, have told unanimoully ſuch 

L notorious Lyes to their Pofterity, and have made them believe them. 
as they did, Nor could have recommended the Books vvberein 
they vvere Recorded to their Children, and have made them reve 
rence them as unqueſtionable and infallibly cercain Hiſtories, as they 
did. But hovy do Lknovy that Jeſus Chriſt caught that he vyas.God ? 
vvhy certainly the _— underſtood him vvbat be ſaid concerning 
himſelf; vyhether he vvere only a- holy. man like to: their great 
Moyſes, or elſe vvere true and ſubſtantially God, and conſequently 
to be Worſhipped by them as ſuch. And no doubt but they taughc 
their firſt Converts vvbat they bad learnt; from their Maſter Jeſus as. 
to this point, and.their Converts their Children till f4rr:ws z the 
Church being till then under Perſecution, and conſequently cannot 
be ſuppoſed all that vvhile ſo notoriouſly to bave changed their 
Faith, they.vvere every day in danger to dye for. Now finding the 
vvhole Chriſtian World in the belief of the Divinity of our. Saviour, 
and Worſhippiag him. as God, . and this ijmmemorially. from their 
Fore-fathers, and as they profeſled from the Apoſtles. | So as Arrizs- 
never vvent ;about ro evince them,, that ſuch: or ſuch a:Dofor jn 
ſuch an Ape lince the Apoſtles, had brought inthe nevy Doerin of 
our Lords Divinity ; and bonding him. alſo called God in the Holy 
Scriptures, and vvhole-Nations of Chriſtians immemorially. under= 
ſtanding thema.,in a proper, literal ſenſe, avd not only inthe ſenſe 
vihich Kings and Princes are.called God y notyvithſtanding alt A+- 
71x his reaſons drawn fromhe: Impaſlibility-of the thing, ; or from. 
Scriptures underſtood by him after anevy manner.; I conclude my 
1 Sayiour vvas true God... Ig like manner ao douby. bur our B, Savie 
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wviour caughr his Apoſtles concerning the holy Euchariſt, whether 
was only a/{ign of his body, or elſe bis true body, and conſequently 
to be adored and worſhipr by them or no, And no doube but they 
taught their firſt Converrs what they had learnt from their Mafter 
concerning this myſtery, and theſe their Poſterity the fame for the 
firſt 300, years of the Churches Perſecution., Now. finding -whole 
Chrittian Countrysin the tame of Berengarius , abour the yearone 
thouſand und fifty, unanimouſly believing the boly Euchariſt to be 
our Lordstrue body, ndine f as ſuch, and this as they pro- 
feſſed immemorially from their Anceſters, from the Apoſtles, and 
Berengarias never undertaking ro ſhow, when or how this ſtrange 
belief was wrought in the Chriſtian Church, nor finding any begin- 
ning of it in any Eccleliaſtical Hiſtory of any one Country ;- and 
finding it alſo called fo expreſly over and over our Lords body, and 
whole Countrys underſtanding thoſe ſacred Texts in a proper ſenſe, 
and not one Chriſtian Province underſtanding them otherwiſez for 
all Berengarixs his Arguments, drawn as he pretended from the im- 
poſlibility of thething, or from Scriptures by him interpreted after 
a new manner, 'the worit of all misbelievers, I conclude it is our 
Lords'true body. - | 

5, Let us conſider impartially the teſtimony of the preſent Church 
in communign with the See of Rome, which averrs the Holy Eucha- 
riſt to be our B.Saviours true body, Travel in your thoughts, all 
over Europe, Aſia, eAfrica, and America, and view well tbe vaſt 
multitudes of Roman Catholicks in_the preſent Age, and by the 
contefſion of our Adverſaries in ihe ten laſt Ages. 
their circumſtances, vf Learning, Study, Vertue, Meditation, Re- 


tiredneſs from all ſecular encumbrances, as to vait multitudes of 


them ; the prodigies of SanRiry, we profeſs to have appeared a- 
mongtt us in (everal Ages, like the extraordinary Prophets of old 
amongſt the Jews, to awaken drowſie ſouls : Our ZBennets, Bep- 
nards, Cuthberts , Bedes, Dominicks , Franc#s's, Tonatius*s, $c. 
The miracles we undoubtedly belicye in every Century fince the As 
poſtles 3 yea, in this very Age wrought amongſt us. For which we 
have ſuch Records, as you have no way to evade, but by ſaying 
they are forged, withour any further proof than your own unchas 
ritableſurmiſe, Reeords of ſuch wonders, ſo publick and notori- 
015, - as had they been falſe, the Ages wherein they are faid to have 
been wrought, conld not be ignorant of it, and conſequently could 
not unanimouſly bave told their Poſterity _ notorious Lyes, nor 
| 2 
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( 34) ” 
have recommended the-Books to them, wherein they are recounted 
as true ſtories, Conſider moreover how+this.numerous Congrega- 


| 
0 ror? Boofibte. tion profeſſes her ſelf to bz the Miſtciſs of Truth, the Light of the 


World, fitly for this end diſperſed in all Countrys throughout all 
Ages, with indefatigable Induſtry ſcattering the rayes of the Goſpel 
by her Miſfionants throughout the whole Earth, fearing no encour- 
ter, but challenging the whole world to diſpute of what they will, 
and as long as they will, of, ge moſt ſtrange Articles of her Faith, 
{And then think, if ie could {tand with the providence of the all 
* igood God, ro permit one ſingle perſon, our Lord Jeſus, for three 


of ior forfr years in one ſmall Country, to Alarum the World with {tu- 


lpendious miracles and doctrins of SanRiiy,-unleſs he bad been indeed 
(a true Teacher: Confider I ſay, how it can ſtand with the provi- 
'dence of the ſame all 900d God, to permit a Congregation made up 
of ſo many thouſands, for ſo many Ages, ſo univerſally ſpread over 
[the Earth, accompanied with no leſs wonders, if any credit can be 
iven to ſuch human teſtimony as never yet fail'd concerning matters 
'of Fat; if all this while this Congregation teaches damnable Idola- 
try, and is the greateſt Cheat that ever appear'd inthe World, and 
yet that the Divine providence ſhould work nothing like miracles or 
ſingular and over-topping SanRity,in thoſe who pretend to be raiſed 
, up by him extraordinarily, to diſcover to the. deceived World this 
grand Impoſture, How can this ftand with the Almightys delire, 
that the World ſhould not miſtake the true Religion ? 

In confirmation of what I have ſaid above, I add theſe conſidera - 
tions, 1. Let but any one take the pains to look intg9 modern or 
antient Writers of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory (which he may do in a lit- 
tletime, and without any great labor, by looking in the Index the 
word Euchariſtia, or ſome ſuch head) and he ſhall find, that when- 
ſoever there bas been any diſpute concetning this myſtery, ſome one 
or few oppoſed it, and allthe reſt of the Country {tood up in de- 


ery fence of it, as of a doftrin they had immemorially , been taught by 
an a their Anceſtors, An evident conyition, that the antient Faith "of 


CaBBroky 


that Country:was, that indeed the Holy Euchariſt was our B. Savi. 
outs body and blood, and the denial of this myſtery was a Novelty, 
For example, let him conſult Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtoriographers, what 
happen*d about the year one thouſand and fifty, and he ſhall find that 
one Berengarius, Arch-deacon of the Church of Angers oppugned 


Blaca fohb-oms this myſtery, . but not as a new doftrin then endeavored by ſome 


Biſhop or other to be impoſed upon the people, but as then gene- 
h rally 


(95) 
rally believed ; a clear fign that his own Opinion was 2 new Error, 
and the common Faith of the Country was'the- antient Chriſtian, ve- 

rity, Now let himin the whole Riſtory of the Catholick Church, | 

Greek and Latin, find me but one inſtance in any one Chriſtian | 
Country, on the contrary, and Pe yield him the cauſe. That is, | 
any one Doctor, Biſhop, or Prieft, that about ſuch a year of our | 
Lord, in ſuch a Country, began to'Preach the myſtery of the real 

preſence, upon pretence of clear Serigture for ir, or. other Argue» | 
ments, and that he was oppoſed by the whole Country, as a Teacher | 
of anew ſtrange doQtrin they had never heard of before : or elſe 
that upon ſuch a Doftors appearing they preſently yielded to the 
force of his Reaſons and Arguments, and relinquithed their former 


artient Faith. Which notwithſtanding certainly mult have happen'd, Palopnk 
VL 064 ; 


not only in one, but in all Chriſtian Countries, were the do&rin of 
the Real preſence a new invention, and the- denial of it the antient -a,, 
Chriſtian Faich. Elſe how came all Chritendom, according ro the Le 
. lo Y 
[ronancrt 


confeſſion of our Adverſaries for many Ages univerſally to believe 

it ? Ncw can any one imagin,that the belief of ſo ſtrange a myſtery, 

and which in praQtice makes all the Believers of it Idolaters, unleſs it Hurch, po londty 
be true , could be introduced both into the Greek and Latin Church, #2575" Y4;/01 
without any oppoſition, or if it were oppoſed, that no one Writer pane f 74 
inany one Country, ſhould make mention who they were that o- 

poſed it, and how they loſt their cauſe? And this, though there 

have not wanted Writers of what has happer'd in the Chriſtian 
Church, who have made mention of far leſſer accidents, in any Age 
wherein this belief can be pretended to: have been brought in, ay, 

which have taken notice in ſeveral Ages and Countries, how certain| is wn, 
deniers of this myſtery have attempred the bringing in of their new; 3,3 (Es 
docrin,8& by whom they were oppoſed, and how they were lilenced.' 

Read our own Chronicles about the- year [1370.- concerning 7obr, 

Wiclef, and ſee whether he was not oppoſed by all the Biſhops and! & 6+ ful p 
Prieſts of our Engliſh Church as'a teacher of a doQrin contrary! 427 6, origi 
ro what they had been taught by their Anceſtors, when he' began to" © 
teach our Lord's body was not in the Euchariſt ! And then refle&t 
with your ſelf, if the doctrin of the Real preſence was not taught 
our Nation, when we were firſt converted to Chriſtianity, how 
comes it tO paſs that all our Chronicles ſhou'd befilent, when or by 
whom we were taught this myſterious dof&rin, and what afliſtance 
they had from the civil power, ſo unyerſally ro impoſe upon our 
Country ſuch a ſtrange belief ; which in all reaſon requires a far 
grea- 


(37) 
greater powerto make /it prevail thn the contrary doctrin, And 
yer youſee where the contrary dorin is believed, it .colt no ſmal 
pains and:Force, and time to intraduce-it, 'nor has all this-neither 
been able ro make it Univerſal, inſs Tauch as in one Chriſtian Pro» 
vince, Make the fike Reflexion apon the City of Rome, and conli- 


der that in the Apoſtles daies they betieved aright concerning this - 


great myſtery,and for ſome hundreds of years according to the con» 
ceflion of our Adverfaries. . Now bis great and, Cultivated City , 
has memorials of what Has paſt init, as we have of what has paſt m 
London," and yet they makeno mention of any one that ever began 
fince their firit Converlion to Chriſtianity, to teach this {trange d0- 
rin and worſhip of the holy Euchariſt , but that they have 1mme- 
morially from $, Peter believed and adpred it, as the body of their 
Saviour and God, Nor indeed can it be imagin'd how they could 
ever pollibly: change their firſt Faith, þaving .ever oppoſed all Tca- 
chers of Novelties, with that Anſwer of S. Stephen Pope to the 
Clergy of Africa, concerning Rebaprtization (never heeding all their 
ſeeming Reaſons, or Texts of Scripture underſtood after a.new man- 
ner, 2s S. /ipcent Lirinenſss obſerves ) 7\ 44 novandum niſs quod 


FFAY- 944 eratditumeſt: We muſtinnovate nothing, but ſtick ro.the doctrin 
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Res ws delivered rous by our Anceſtors, When think you ſhould we in . 
Pn Frokon 


Lendon be brought univerſally to believe the Real preſence, if we 
were reſolved for ever tenacioully to adhere tothe doArin taught us 
by our immtdar. Predeceſſors, notwithſtanding whatſoever Argu- 
ment'ſhould bebrough:.2painit us from Reaſon or Scripture ? 

2. : Conſider how our Adverſarics would triumph over us, could 
they find bur one City in the whole world; which ſhould profeſs to 
bave believed immemorially, fince heir fri Reception of the Chri- 
ſian Faich, 'as they do concerning the Holy Eucharift, and all their 
'Cronicles were eicher filent, or poſitively. teltified xs much, and we 


were not able poſitively ro ſhew when they began their Faith , bur 


ſhould Anſwer: their Chronicles'were corrupted, or antient Records 
loſt, or by lite and little they left off impercepridly pononing as 
they were firſt taught. But if ro all this they could produce in leve- 
ral Ages, how ſuch a Doctor upon pretence of cleer Scripture, . en- 
deavor'd to make them Jeavetheir antieatFaith, but #hey till retain- 
ed it, oppoling to all tis:{cewing {ſtrong Arguments,that thusthey had 
been taught time our: of mind by their Anceſtors, fromitbeir ficſt 
"Converſion ro Chriſtian Religion, and ro.underftand thoſe Scrip= 


tures otherwiſe. But if ro all this, they conld progducein ſeveral 


Ages 


- 


(36) 
Ages Recorded miracles in cqofirmation- of their Faith, and we; 
fhould have nothing to reply but that theſe miracleswere feigned. | 
Think if they wal not return upon us, that ſuch wild Anſwers o0- 
pen'd x way 10 wr ns _ all rhe Sn - Moyſes and ou 
B. Saviour. And then conſider impartially whether this be not our 
Caſe. Di b fb ſhard ynr proforting fo ule tals, Ba navy MEGS, 
| 3- Conſider though our Adverſaries but very irrationally deny 
any miracles to have been wrought in our Church, yet they' cannot 
deny but we have Records withour n»mher of notorious and moſt 
evident miracles, and ſach Records as in civil matters no body 
queſtions, Mev, for example, of good judgment and honeſt re- 
 punte miſting upon rhei®Oath+, that upon ſuch a day, ſuch and ſuch 
miraculous events happen'd; & they were eye-witneſles 6f them &c. 
And then refle&t how it can ſtand with the” providence of God and 


mit even ſuch Records of miracles in a falfe Church, For certainly 
a ſincere defirer to find out the Truth, muſt needs be ſtrangely en- 
clin*d to give credir to ſuch Records, and which moreover he ſhould 
find to be credited by perſons of as good judgment and integrity as 
himſelf in all Chriſtian Provinces in Communion with rhe See of 
Rome, And indeed ſuch Records of falſe miracles wauld' be as apt 
ro deceive impartial judicious Enquirers, as even the;Tight of falſe 
miracles themſelves. For why are we fo aſſured our fenſes canno 
deceive us ?- Is it not becauſe we never experienced them to fail us in 
due circumſtances ? and alſo becauſe if we ſhould be neceflicared by 
them-to judge of things otherwiſe thanthey are, God Almighty,who 
has ſo made our ſenſes, would be the cauſe of our:miſtake ,,whith 
were totell a real lye *? And did Tradition duely circamſtantiated, 
ever yet fail? And would not God Almighties providence in the 
government of man-kind be deficient, (it being neceffary for* us ro 
know certainly not only things that are preſent to us, which wedo 
by our ſenſes; but alſo things that are diftant from us both in'place 
and time, which we can only know by the report of others) if no aſ- 
ſured certain credit could be given to the reftimony of men, though 
never ſo many in number, and of never fo good repute ? Eſpecially 
when he obliges us to be, of a Religion which was raughtonr An- 
ceſtors 1600, years before we were'Born, and yet we A Live no af. 
ſared credit to fiiftory or immemorial teſtimonies of whole Coun. 
rrys ? Moreover, we finding by the experience of the Age we live 
in, that though fabulous (tories be rold and printed too, yer = 
, (eality 


his deſire of mankinds worſhipping him according to his will, to pers© 
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| eaſily. diſtinguiſh betwixt them > give Hiſtories of, che preſent 
| - , times, .+ For that true Hiſtories gain-an univerſal credit amongit per» 

Yo wS not ts" ſons ofthe beſt underſtanding, andthe Hiſtorigraphers that write 

Fo them, are commended to Polterity as faichful witneſſes of Trath ; 

»o eh whereas fables and fictions, every one of ordivary capacity, looks 


and conſequently give another kind of credit to Stories, how {trange 
ſo ever recounted by a S. Bernard, a venerable Bede, or a S. Bona- 
venture, than they do to the EiQions of agPon Quixer, # Guy of 
Warwick, &c. And be that will conſult what has happen'd in the 
World,” will find mens eyes and other ſenſes to bave bech as often 
miſtaken, as he will find whole Towns and Countries to have confi- 
demly told a Lye to their Poſterity, which they evidently knew to be 
a Lye. | 

And this the Atheiſts of our days would do well to refle& on, 
whenthey ſo ſenſcleſly call in queſtion the Hiltory of ,Hoy/ſes or 
Book of Exodus, concerning the wonders wrought by Almighty 
God in «Egypt. And Dry N. NA, too, muſt one day give a 
ſad account fog all his Drollery, as merry as he makes himſelf with 
the Hiſtory of Lorretto, and other ſtories regiſtred by perſons of 
noted-ſanRity and integrity. And would he refle& a little on the 
difficulty of making whole Countrys believe a Lye, contrary to the 
evidence of their ſenſes z be would find it a greater miracle that the 
—_ Territory of Lorretto ſhould ſo immemorially believe ſo great 
a Lye, *a5, he would make his Reader think they do, than the wonder 
it .{elf, he ſacrilegiouſly ſcoffsat: To wir, the Tranflation of tbe 
Houle,. in which our B, Lord was conceived by his Holy. Mother, at 
N47areth, out, of the Holy Land, firſt into Dalmatia, and then 
afterwards into. 1rely, Let ihe Dr. cauſe a houſe to be built in a 
Night, in $. /ames*s Park, and then tell the Citizens of Loudon, it 
was broughr.thicher by Angels our of a forreign Country, and fee if 
he can make them ſo univerſally to believe it, as they (hal), no body 
concradiRting,. make their Poſterity believe as much4' aud I per+, 
fwite wy ſeithe may-with the Bae cale,. bring ſuch a Houſe from 
' Geneva or New» Englazd in a Night, as make. ihe numerous multi- 

ide believe ſuch a notorious Lye, Sor qa 
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(z9) 
O England, England, dear Native Soyl, at lenpth open thing 
Eyes, and acknowledge the illimired goodneſs of the divine Majeſty 
to be.ſnch, that not contenting hifnſelf with giving us prodigies of 
SanQiry for the firſt Planters of Chriſtianity, and with corfirming 
their ſublime and holy doftrins with evident ſigns and wonders, he is 
| ever now and then awakening the drowſie world with aS. Dominick, 
” as. Francs, oraS. Xanerins, and ceaſes not by undeniable mira- 
cles to confirm the 1arguiſhing Faith of repid Chriſtians. The fight 
of preſent miracles ſtrangely ſtrengthens our Faith of 'wonders paſt 
and done long lince. And believe it, *ris a next diſpoſition to An+ 
tichriſtianiſm and Atheiſm, freely to give our ſelves the liberty ro 
 ſcoff at all miracles, though atteſted by never ſo grave Authors, ex- 
ceft {uch as are recorded in the four Goſpels : and to laugh at all 
lives of Chriſtian Saints as ridiculous, but thoſe of the twelve Apo- 
{tles ; though ro an impartial confiderer, one Egg does not more 
reſemble another, than do the perſons we ſo freely deride, expreſs 
the firſt followers of our dear Redeemer, in their holy and divine 
Converſations. | 
4+ Conſider the force of S. Auſtins Argument to. prove the 
trath.of Chriſtianity. The world has aQtually ſubmigred to Chriltic 
anity, as tO a Religion tavght from Heaven, From whence the 
Saint argues thus. The world believed the high myſterious doctrins 
of Chrittianity, either upon miracles wrovght by the firſt teachers 
of them, or without miracles, If upon miracles, then you who 
doubt have reaſon alſo to believe them, Or if the world ſubmitted 
their Faith to believe ſuch ſtrange myſteries, without 'any. miracles, 
this is the greatcſt mjracle of all, that ſuch vaſt multitudes, and in» 
numerable of theſe, of ripe jadgement and quick underſtanding, 
ſhould believe ſuch range things upon the Authority of rhe Propo- 
ſer without a miracle, Apply this ro our preſent myſtery, Two 
hundred years ago the whole Chriltian world believed the H. Eu- 


' learning and judgement, began to believe this ttrange myſtery, ei- 
ther for miracles wrought by the firft Teachers of it, or withour mk 
.racles, If upon miracles then you ought ro believe it alſo: If with- 
out miracles, this is che greateſt miracle of all chae ſuch yaſt multi» 
tudes, and theſe innumerable of them, well cultivated with learning, 
beſides their natural -ripeneſs of judgment, ' and ſharpneſs of wir, 
ſhould believe ſo ſtrange a myſtery, without any. miracles wrought 
by thoſe who firk demanded their delief of ir, F Fis 
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chariſt ro þe our B. Saviours body, and adored it as ſuch. Hereup- 4 77 Eboo 
on | argue, Theſe vait multitudes, and many of them of great ve nt Meng 50 ; 
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(49) _ 
cnfilby to . Finally conſider with your ſelf how many millions there are who 
an [bein this myltery, and would ſooner part with their life than their 
Faith of it ; and theſe, if you have the leaſt grain of bumility, ſuch, 
5” as you have reaſon to think' them of as good Learning, Wit, and 
Judgment as your ſelf: Add, as good Chriſtians as your ſelf, for 
either piety-to God, or Charity to their indigent Neighbor, or mor- 
tification to themſelyes.  [magin you ſaw all. theſe, as holy and as 
wiſe as your ſelf. in the ſeveral Chriſtian Countrys of the whole 
world, all upon their knees, adoring a ſeeming Wafer-Cake, as 
their Creator and Gol , Biſhops, Priefts, Do&ors of Divinity in 
vaſt numbers, Kings and Princes, Men and Women of all degrees 
and condition, . And can you now think, all theſe people to be jn 
their wits, and not have ſome ſtrong Reaſons and Arguments wikich 
induce ther to ſach a-Faith ard fuch a praRtice ? Hzd you and I 
been. ia the Stable of Bethlehem in the Night of our Lord's Nativity, 
and S. 4h ſhould-bave told us that the little Infant we ſaw there 
ſucking his Mothers Breaſt, was the Maker of Heaven and Earth ; 
we ſhould no doubt have found great difficulty to believe him. But 
ſhould we have ſtaied there a while, and have ſeen the Shepherds 
come'in, and fall down upon their knees before him, by the admo- 
nition as they pretended of an Angel that had appeared to them, as 
they were keeping watch over their Flocks; this doubtleſs would a 
little have enclined us to think, that at leaſt there was ſomething ex- 
traordinary in the new born Babe. But had we ſtaied till the come - 
ing of the three Kings, and ſeen them in like manner fall down be. 
fore bir, making him rich preſents upon the admonition, 2s they 
ſaid, of a miraculous Star which bad appeared to them in their own 
Country ;s ſuch circumſtances as theſe, would ſure have ſtrangely 
urged us to the belief of that wonder of wonders. And to make uſe 
of x homebred example. Who would have taken our Gracious So* 
verain Charles the Second, for the King of Great Brittain, France, 
and Jreland, that ſhould have ſeen him under the diſguiſe of a Sheep- 
herd, Sea-man, or other habic he was forced ts aſſume, to ſecure his 
Royal Perſon ? But could you and [ have peeped into this private 
Chamber, and ſeen his ſmall Retinue all bare before him, and ſome 
one of them upon his knees preſenting him with a cup of Beer or 
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Perſqn, however and for whatſoever reaſons he may diſguiſe bim» 
fells 14s of another quality that his outward garb repreſents him to 
be! Nor do.1-Jefs perſwade my ſelf, did you and 1 fee the many 


0: thou- 


wine : ſhould we not think you have begun to ſuſpeR : Svrely this - 
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Church, who upon their knees with an aſſured Faith, devourly a-!/4"4 
dore a Conſecrated Wafer as their Creator and God, if we haveany{;,. 
reſpec to reaſon and man-kind, and do not imagin all the world to; iy 

be Fools except our ſelves : Such a proſpe as this, would make us {+4 
ſuſpect in the ſecret of our hearts : Surely under this diſguiſe of a 
| contemptidle Wafer, there is veiled {ome hidden Majeſty or other, 
who forces the higheſt adoravion from ſuch vaſt mulritndes of a)l Nxz- 
tions, and many of them ſo ſharp-witted , and of ſuch ſolid judge- 
ments, and ſuch impartial enquirers after Truth, and of ſo good and' 
holy lives. Say then, and we have reaſon to ſay it heartily, and 

without the leaſt ſcruple or doubr, *Twas the ſame our Gracjous 

Soverain, who lay bid in a common Oak at White- Ladys, under ihe 
diſguiſe of a Peaſants weed, who irs now at Weſtminſter in his Princes 


\ 


our only Saviour and God, who under the humble diſguiſe of come 
mon bread and wine , is immoſlated here below every day upon our 
Chriſtian Altars, who in tranſcendent ſplendor and glory, fits at the 
right hand of his Erernal Father in the Heavens. Sir, I bave done 
my part, the Almighty do the reſt, and make yon a happy Child of 
his holy Church. But Sir, I beſeech you give me leave to add 


A Peiſftſcript to my Fellow.Collegians, 


My deareſt Companions, whom with my ſoul I wiſh the ſame hap- 
pineſs with my ſelf, both in this Life and the other, I beſeech you, 
before you be engaged in the world, and hindred from an induſtri» 
ous impartial enquiry after Truth , by the cares of a Family , and 
fears of wanting a competent ſubliſtance, do your ſelves and your 
Country that right, as to confider with as little paſſion and prejudice 
as you can, theſe my ſcattered thoughts ; and do not rathly,; con- 
clude againſt Tranſubſtantiation anti] on have fully heard, what jts 
Aſtertors, as well as what its Deniers have to ſay for themſelygs. I 
was once as you are, and many ſuſpicions of the truth of the Roman 
Catholick Faith came into my mind, bur {till I was hindred from ex- 
amining of it, with this one thought : If Itarn Papiſt, .I muſt believe 
Tranſubſtantiation, but I know that's an impoſſibility,and this made 
me fit down contented with the Religion in which I was;educated, 
But afterwards making it my buſineſs more in g00d earneſtto ſave 
my ſoul, aud ſertmg my ſelf imparrially tro examin what way" the be- 
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thouſands all over rhe world, as well of the Grecian as Romakr 4 Hand him 


ly Throne inveſted in his Royal Robes. And *is the fame Chriſt Jeſus \'#%*>* = 
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* lief of the Primitive times concerning this myſtery, and finding moſt 
cleaf Teſtimonies for the Real preſence in the moſt renowned Primi- 
tiveChriſtianDoctors,l was much arfiazed,having been always taught 
they were of a contrary Faith,I read the citations ro aClergy-man of 
my Acquaintance, I demand of him what he thought their belief was, 
who in thoſe words expreſſed their Faith? He told me, no doubt 
but they believed as the Church of Rowe believes. I conſulr the 
Authors themſelves, read the context before and after the ſaid cita- 
tions, I am {till more and more convinced, S. Auga/tin, Chryſoſtom, 
Cyril; &c. believed as the Church of Rome now belicves, Hereup- 
on I reſolve not to venture my ſoul upon a point of Philoſophy, for 
example, whether God Almighty by all his Omnipoteacy can make 
abody be in two places at once or no ? I believe two myſteries al- 
ready, both which puzzle and ſhock my reafon as much as Tranſub= 


” ſantiation, to wit, the B. Trinity and the Incarnation of the Son of 


ſixteen hundred years before I was born, how ſhould he expect I 
+ ſhould come to the knowledge of this, but by ſuch. books as were 
written if thoſe times, and near thoſe times, and by the teſtimony 
of all Chriſtian Countrys what has been immemorially believed by 
them ever fince they were Chriſtians ? Now if it be too long a jour- 
ney to go over all Chriſtendom, to ask of them, what is, and whar 
alwaies has been their Paith asro Tranſubſtantiation, and how they 
have always underſtood the holyScriptures that ſpeak of that myſtery 
go but to the Royal Exchange in London, and there you may meet 
with perſons, which at leaſt have been in all or moſt Chriſtian Coun- 
trys, and ask of them what the belief and praQtice of Chritendom is, 
and you will fnd they all believe and adorethe B, Sacrament, and 
have done ſo,as they ſay, - immemorially ever lince they were Chriſti. 
ans, as Roman-Catholicks do in England, or elſe if they do for 
ſome numbers amongſt them believe and praRtice otherwiſe, %is only 
fince ſuch a time above, &c, And then reflet how by ſuch an Argument 
ou prove, as you think, effjeacioully againſt an Antiſcripruriit,that 
Ne Books of the Old and New Feitament are infallible, and you ſe- 
curely' believe every, particular Frory .in.them.,,-though never ſo 
Krange \ in like manner che change of:S4urday-Sabbath into Sur- 
day, againſt rhe Sabbatarians 4 and Faiting in Lent as Apoſtolical 
RY Pu | with. 
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with Biſhop Ganning againſt Non-Conformiſts, And indeef it is 
impoſſible ſuch an univerſal effeRt ſhould ever be without a propor- 
tionate univerſal cauſe. That ſo many ſeveral Chriſtian Countrys 
ſhould immemorially abſtain from certain meats on Fridays every 
week, and in Lent every year, or adore a Conſecrated piece of 
Bread as their Creator and God , unleſs they had been either firſt 
raught ſo ro: do by the firſt Planters of Chriſtianity z or by ſome 
Preachers ſince z or had agreed ſo to do in ſome General Council 
þy their repreſentatives, is impoſſible. Should we ever think you, 
even in the finple City of London, bave fall*n by little and little to 
have ſhut up our ſhops, on the Anniverſary of the death of our gra- 
cious Soverain Charles the Firſt, unleſs we had been commanded fo 


to do by ſome Univerſal Authority, Ecelefaſtical or Civil ? Take) 4) af hills 
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notice, by this Argument is alſo proved all other points of Catho-! 


lick practice, or Faith, 2s Purgatory, prayer for the Dead, &c. bur | 


eſpecially ſuch as nature has a difficulty to believe or do, That one; 
man ſhould kill himſelf is no wonder, but that all the Inhabitants of 
2 populous City ſhould kill themſelves, would be ſuch a wonder as 
never yet happen'd in Nature. 

Againſt all that has been faid, I doubt not but yon will be apt to 
reply, We acknowledge for divers Ages, our own and other Chri- 
ſtian Countrys belicved the holy Euchariſt to be really and ſubſtan 
tially our B.Sxviours true body & blood, & adored it as ſuch, bur yet 
we cannot believe that either S, Peter and Paul at Rome, or S. Joſeph 
of Arimathia in our own Country taught any ſuch deRrin, but that 
imperceptibly by little and little the whole Chriſtian world changed 
the Faith chat was firſt planted by the Apoſtles, as particular men 
grow gray, and whole Countries change their Languages impercep- 


tibly. For Anſwer to this Reply,let us not diſcourſe in Eeverals, bur And why nol? | 


conlider and deviſe with our ſelves how poſſibly ſuch a thing might 
praQtically happen, For example, let us take the City of Rome into 
our confideration, tIts confeſſed by all, that the Inhabitants of that 
Cultivated Ciry, Prieits and People univerſally do believe, and have 
for many generations believed, a Conſecrated Wafer to be Jeſus 
Chriſt, God and Man, veiled with the outward appearance or ſpe- 
cies of common Bread : Now we are to enquire, how they came to 
this ſtrange Faith ? Say then 3 Rome by little and little began to be- 
lieve this myſtery, firſt one and then another ill at length the whole 
Ciry was of that belief. Burt how ?*without a Teacher, and all in 
the ſame year, or in what lepgth, of time? That one man 2 ar 
eo Heviy Account = oh by 3 Ahern ome 
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ſome few in a populous City, ſhould of {themſelves fall to the belief 
of ſuch a Irange myſtery, contrary_xzo what has been believed by 
their Anceſtors, might be granted z but that the whole City Lear- 
ned and Unlearned, Prieſt and People, ſhould ſo change their Faith, 
and that for ſuch a ſtrange one t00 , without a Maſter or a Teaclier, 


thats wholly incredible : Or if ſome Biſhop or Prieſt of Rome lince + 
the Apoſtles, had perſwaded the people to believe the ſtrange dodrin' © 


of Tranſubſtantiation, bow comes ir to paſs, ſeeing the belief of the 
doQrin is il retained, that the Authors name is not retained with 
ſingular hong and reverence by the believers of ir, as the names of 
Calvin xnd Luther are by Calviniſts and Lutherans ; and the names 
of the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity by the ſeveral Chriſtian Coun- 
trys they converted ? Beſides, whoſoever Prieſt or Layman ſhould 
have begun to preach ſuch a range and incredible do@rin to na- 
ture, muſt needs have met with great oppoſition from all ſarcs of 
perſons ; from good men, becauſe his dorin tended to make them 
all groſs Idolaters, and Worſhippers of a piece of Bread as God ; 
from bad men, becauſe his doctrin ſtrangely ſhocked their ſenſe and 
reaſon, which nature and vitious followers of nature would by no 
means endure. Now if oppoſition were made at the firſt introducing 
of this new Faith, how comes it to paſs, all,, both Roman and other 

Hiſtories are (lent as to any ſuch thing ? Fg av* act 
Should I by way of Propheſie tell you, that the great City of Lon- 
don, within theſe 300. years, ſhall as univerſally, as does now the 
City of Rome believe and adore the Holy Euchariſt as [eſus Chriſt 
bimſelf, and this ſo imperceptibly, that neither they, nor neighbour- 
ing Citys or Countrys ſhall perceive it, till rhe whole City be quite 
changed : Nay $60. years hence , when they ſhall be charged with 
Idolatry and Innovation for ſuch their belief and praftice, they ſhall 
profeſs that they have always ſo believed and practiſed ever fince 
they were Chriſtians. And all this, though they ſhall for theſe 300, 
years have Prieſts and Biſhop*; whoſe Office it ſhall be to teach the 
quite contrary doQrin, and theſe Prieſts ſhall be ſuch Zealous retai- 
ners of the doQrin they now believe, that when in the compaſs of 
this 300. years to come, there (hall riſe up Teachers of new Doftrins, 
deniers of the Divinity of our Saviour, and the eternity of the tor- 
merits of impenitent Sinners, &c. and ſhall alledge trong )uman 
Reaſons and ſeeming Scriptures for themſelves, theſe Pricſts ſhall 
oppoſe, we muſt innovate _— we muſt ſtick to the belief our 
Anceſtors were of in the year 1675. Then God Almighty ay 
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from Heaven, by evident Miracles, the Truth of onr Fore-elders 
Faith, and then we had charge not to change our Faith, though an 
Angel from Heaven ſhould accuſe us of miltake, and therefore you 
muſt pardon us if we adhere to this Faith, Add. There ſhall not 
want frequent Aſſemblies of the wiſeſt and beſt Learned in the City, 
and they ſhall meet on purpoſe to enquire whether the faith and 
praQtice of the year 1675. be kepr, and yet they ſhall never take no- 
tice of ſo groſs and notorious a change, as the þelieving and adoring 
a piece of bread as God, till the whole City be in ſuch a belief and 
praQice, but other miſtakes that ſome particular men were brings 
*ing in, they ſhall obſerve and corre. Nay 3oo, years hence, 
there ſhall riſe up a certain Prieſt, who ſhall accuſe all the Prieſts and 
people of the City for believing otherwiſe than their Anceſtors did 
in 1675, but yet ſhall not be able by vertue of any Hiſtory or Oral 
Tradition, to ſhew how, or by whom they were perſwaZed to that 
ſtrange Faith they ſhall then be of; and yet there ſhall not wanc 
Hiſtoriographers neither, who ſhall rake notice of otter notorious 
changes that ſhall happen both in Church and State ia thoſe 306. 
ears, 
o Think now ſeriouſly with your ſelves, bow impoſſible it is for any 
ſuch thing to bappen in nature, and examin impartially whether the 
deniers 0{ Tr:glubſtantiation be not forced to afficm the like incre« 
dible wonder to have happen'd not in one City alone, but in many 
Cities and whole Countrys, But the wonder would be yet greater, . 
if there were not one Believer of Tranſubftantiation in the year 
1675. inthe City of Lonaon, nor never had been one ſince the firſt 
planting of Chriſtianity, neither there, nor in any other neighbour. 
ing City or Country : and yet all this muſt be ſolved by deniers of 
Tranſubſtantiation to be Apoſtolical dotrin. For, place your ſelf 
in what Age of Chriſtianity you pleaſe, and ſuppoſe the known 
Cities and Countries of Chriſtendom to believe univerſally concer.-. 
ning the holy Euchariſt as the Citizens of London generally do now. 
Take for example the year 502. after our B. Lord (though our Ad. 
verſaries pretend to be willing to be judged by the DoRors of the 
rſt 600.) Add to 500. a decurfion of 300, or 500, yearsz and 
hen ſee what Faith the Chriſtian world is of; and you'i find they 
univerfally believe and adore the Holy Euchari't as Rowe does at this 
preſent, . Joyn now yaur ſelves with Zerengarixs in the year one 
thouſand and fifty or thereabouts, and ſee what account you can 
give, how all your fellow Clergy and Laity came fo to bave changeg 
and 
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and alered'their Faith from what ic was i the fifth Centory:?” Far 
you'muſt Hor think the ſeveral Councils 'githered againſt thar dtnjair 
of the Real preſence, the Biſhops in them, then. fizft- began to believe 
the Real preſence, and that when they returned to' theif+ Feveral 
Dioceſſes they taught them a ſtrange new do&rin, ' which: they: by 
inſpiration had newly learnt when they were Afcmbled4cogethers 
but, they only gave in their Verdits what immemorially had been 
believed in their ſeveral Countrys they came from, as to that my/te- 
ry. As if, for examp'e, a Synod of all the Biſhops in England 
ſhould meer in the year 4675. to examin concerning the; Quakers, 
whether they Preached falſe and Antichriſtian doarin or no, in de- 
nying Baptiſm and all other Sacraments , and they ſhould conclude 
zS2init thoſe Innovators 3 would you infer thence , the Church of 
England only in the year 1675. and never before, reverenced Bap- 
tiſm or any other Sacrament of Chrilt ? And yet this 1s jult our caſe, 
when our Adverfaries will have the belief and adoration af rhe B, Sa» 
crament to bave not been heard of before the Councils rhat con» 
demned Berengarins, 

| As to your inſtances of a man growing gray, and whole Coun- 
trys imperceprtibly-changing their language; is it poſſible think you 
for any mans whole head by little and little ro grow gray, and nei- 
ther he nor any other ſhould rake notice of it, rill he were as white 
2s Snow, and this, though he and otbers were charged to iake notice 
of every hair that ſhou)d grow gray, and to pluck it out immediatly, 
and he and-others ſhoul1 trequently couſult whether any ſuch change 
were made in his head or no? Say the fame concerning a whole 
Countrys changing their Language by little and little. Impoſe a 
ſevere penalty againlt any one that in writing or ſpeech ſhould in- 
troduce a new word, and appoint Officers to take notice of all ſuch 
new coyned words, and let theſe Officers have frequent conſults to 
this purpoſe. Add a menace of death both to Overſeers and people,if 
any ſuch alteration through their negl« of their duty ſhould hap+ 
pen: And then think bow it could.be poſſible for a whole Countfy 
by little and lictle imperceptibly ro' change its Language ? The like 
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pot ro change their Faich, And yer after all this can not one Coumryy? 
but the whole Chriſtian world have o chunged their Faith, 8s they 
became imperceptibly moſt ſtupid Idolaters? To conclude; if you 
examin the matter well, you will find, you muſt either refolve to be- 
lievethe ſtrange dotrin of Tranſubſantiation!;/ 06; cle ſomeibing 


- far more incredible. 1:4%ng 4 10r# hors952. 
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